
Miss Jordan pageant: A Zionist ploy nipped in the bud! 


Miss Jordan, allow me to present 
Mr Jordan!! 


Window 


on 


Jordan 


By Star Staff Writer 

NOW THAT we have the elections controversy is 
well behind us. attention is now focusing on a new 
challenge: aborting plans to elect Miss Jordan! Seri¬ 
ously. popular forces are being called upon to rally 
behind the national campaign to force an unnamed 
women club to quit plans to hold a Miss Jordan 
pageant. Al Sabeel weekly sounded the alarm last 
week when it brake the news and surveyed numer¬ 
ous Islamists deputies and figures among others, all 
of whom condemned the plan as: 

■ A Zionist ploy to destroy the values of the 
Ununa 

■ A blind imitation that violates our traditions 


■ A degradation of women in society 

■ Unlslamie 

■ A step towards bringing down the family and 
society... 

...and many other opposing views. 

It is still uncertain how credible Al Sabecl sources 
are. But one thing is for sure. The news made the 
main headline in the weekly newspaper Al this 
moment one can only sympathize with the editors of 
the now defunct weeklies who would fane cashed 
on the news as well. This is a serious development, 
if it checked out. It is also the stufT thill sells newspa¬ 
pers and keeps people busy each day. It :s the stuff 
that makes national campaigns. It is the stuff thai 


takes up most issues when people meet and trade 
gossips. It is good debating material for people now 
that winter is setting m and there isn't much to. do 
after 5 in Ihe evening. ! ; ' 

A Miss Jordan event would certainly put our soci¬ 
ety through a difficult test. Just imagine if the event 
actually takes place, in spite of objections. The 
would-be Miss Jordan would have to endure the neg¬ 
ative publicity. But let's assume she does. 

She rfaen has to prepare herself for the Miss Uni¬ 
verse pageant next year. And then let's assume that 
our Miss Jordan takes it upon herself to go all the 
way and contest the international event. 

Continued on page 2 
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King’s letter to 
Majali underlines 
Jordan’s position on 
Palestinian issues 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
MONTHS OF roller-coaster 
politics have put relations 
between Jordan and Israel, 
on the one hand, and Jordan 
and the Palestinians, on the 
other, in an unenviable posi¬ 
tion. Joidan's mist in the 
Israeli government of Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu has been 
shattered while its commit¬ 
ment to supporting the Pales¬ 
tinian leadership has grown 
stronger. This is how observ¬ 
ers explain the recent letter 
that His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein sent to Prime Minister 
Abdel Salam Majali in which 
he clarified again Jordan's 
position vis-a-vis the Pales¬ 
tinian cause. 

In recent weeks the Pales¬ 
tinian leadership expressed 
its anxiety over what it claimed 
were high-level talks between 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Israeli Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon. The Palestinians 
claim Sharon presented the Jor¬ 
danian side with maps detailing 
Israel’s intended withdrawal 
plans in the final phase of nego¬ 
tiations. Such plans have been 
rejected by the Palestinians. 
The Palestinians also wanted to 
know the naLure of the talks 
that were held in London last 
month between the King and 
Netanyahu. 

The Israeli media exploited 
what it termed as the “secret 
talks" between Jordan and 
Israel claiming that Jordan 
opposes the establishment of a 
Palestinian state because such a 
state will form a threat to Jor¬ 
dan's security. 

In order to clarify the Jorda¬ 
nian position again, the King 
sent n letter to his Prime Minis¬ 
ter. which many considered as 
an agenda for this government 
especially in dealing with the 
Palestinians, and in outlining 
the Jordan role in the Palestin- 
ian-Israeli peace negotiations. 
The letter, which dealt with a 
number of important issues, 
reiterated Jordan's complete 
support for the Palestinians. 

Some Israeli officials justi¬ 
fied their opposition to the 
creation of a Palestinian state 



by voicing their concern for the 
security of Jordan. “His 
Majesty emphasized that the 
security of Jordan has nothing 
to do with the establishment of 
the Palestinian state, and that 
Jordan completely supports the 
establishment of the Palestinian 
state on the land of Palestine 
which was occupied in 1967," 
said Dr Hani Al Khassawneh. a 
former minister and an expert 
on Jordanian-Palcstinian rela¬ 
tions. “Jordan believes, as His 
Majesty mentioned, that the 
establishment of such a Pales¬ 
tinian state paves the way for 
real peace in the area, because 
it fulfills the aspirations of the 
Palestinian people." 

The Palestinian media 
praised the letter “because it 
put the responsibility for the 
deterioration in the peace pro¬ 
cess on Prime Minister Netan¬ 
yahu. who wants to bury the 
Oslo accords," said Mr Ghazi 
Al Sa'di, an expert on Israeli 
affairs. 

Dr Khassawneh said the 
King's letter pointed out that 
there are parties that warn to 
create an atmosphere of suspi¬ 
cions between Jordan and the 
PLO. He added that the mes¬ 
sage cleared once again the Jor¬ 
danian position regarding its 
full solidarity with the Palestin¬ 
ian authority. 

The King's letter came days 
after the Dr Majali's visit to 


Ramaltah and his talks with 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat Majali's visit suc¬ 
ceeded in clarifying the Jor¬ 
danian position and calm¬ 
ing tension. But according 
to some observers, many 
issues remained open espe¬ 
cially Jordan's position on 
Jerusalem and the refugees. 

There are those who 
believe the letter may have 
left many issues unresolved 
and may lead lo increased 
tension between the PNA 
and Jordan in the future. 

The issue of Jerusalem 
was the most important part 
of the letter. The letter 
states that Jerusalem is an 
“Arab land" and that the 
term of reference to the 
status of Jerusalem is the 
peace process. “This is not 
acceptable." said Dr Labib 
Kamhawi. a political analyst, 
“because the terms of reference 
are the international resolutions 
and the right of the Palestinians 
as confirmed and accepted by 
these resolutions and not the 
peace process." 

On the other hand, the letter 
talks about Jerusalem as an 
“Arab land". Kamhawi sug¬ 
gested that "Jerusalem is a Pal¬ 
estinian Arab land, and that the 
deletion of the term ‘Palestin¬ 
ian’ underlines Jordan's own 
interest in preserving its special 
role over the administration of 
places of worship in the city.*' 

In his later, the King clearly 
called for a priority in present¬ 
ing the special role of Jordan 
over the holy shrines in Jerusa¬ 
lem during the final status of 
negotiations. 

This special Jordanian role in 
Jerusalem may clash with Pal¬ 
estinian demands for political 
sovereignty over Jerusalem 
during the upcoming 
negotiations. 

“When wc talk about Jerusa¬ 
lem. we are talking about politi¬ 
cal sovereignty for the Palestin¬ 
ians, freedom of worship and 
accessibility to holy places. But 
custodianship does not replace 
sovereignty." Kamhawi said. 

Arafat Hejazi. a veteran jour- 

Continued on page 2 
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Islamic summit 
offers differing 
views on West 


DEERHLi\ TER: Tlz*" Pursier, in full camouflage t takes aim with kis longbow. Ijaier, I 
he brought down his prey, a sika deer. Hunting is still a popular sport in the United 
States, (Photo by Frank Johnston.) _ _ _ ' 

ADD, hot on the trail of 
antiquities ’ smugglers 


By Ibtisam Avradat 

Special to The Star 
“ONE OF the biggest cases I 
remember, was when we ar¬ 
rested people trying to smuggle 
27 mosaic pieces, that is 20 
square meters from the north of 
Jordan." Col.. Nazih Al Sha- 
raydeh. the director of the 
Anti-Narcotics Dep't. (ADD) 
told The Star. 

“A section dealing with the 
crime of archaeological theft 
was established in our depart¬ 
ment back on 1 May 1996." Mr 
Sharaydeh added. 

The duties of this section is 
to fight the trading in archaeo¬ 
logical artifacts (which has 
been made illegal in 1976j by 
gathering .information . about 
those involved in the field. 

“Wc also gather information 
about undiscovered archaeo¬ 
logical sites and inform the 
Dep't of Antiquities about the 
possibilities of such finds," 
Col.. Sharaydeh continues. 
‘The last discovery, that of a 
Byzantine church in Ajloun, 
wc found last Thursday." 

From the start of the section 
till 20 November. 1997. the 
Dept, of Antiquities dealt with 
54 smuggling cases. 93 Jorda¬ 
nians were involved and 11 
from different nationalities. 

‘Today illegal trading in an¬ 


tiquities has been reduced be¬ 
cause of the active role of the 
department and also to the in¬ 
creasing awareness of Jordani¬ 
an citizens," Colonel Sharay¬ 
deh added 

This is in addition to the fact 
that the punishment for those 
who trade or smuggle archaeo¬ 
logical artifacts could be as 
much as three years in prison. 

“Seventy percent of what we 
confiscate are real antiquities, 
and the rest are fake, but even 
those [people caught] can be 
prosecuted for falsification and 
fraud." 

“The pieces which are found 
are sent to the Antiquities 
Dep’t and a part is withheld by 
our department." 

In a small hall down at the 
Anti-Narcotics Dep't, artifacts 
of all kinds such as statues 
from stone and pottery in 
bronze which come in different 
shapes and sizes are kept. 
There are also currencies in 
gold and silver as well as a 
very old tablet with an inscrip¬ 
tion from the holy Koran. 

The ADD works very close¬ 
ly with the Tourism Ministry's 
Antiquities Dep’t. whose pur¬ 
pose is to protea and rebuild 
ancient sites. 

"Wc have 28.000 registered 
archaeological sites, but the 


figure is expected to increase to 
120,000" said the Director- 
General of the department Dr 

. Continued on page 2 


Combined agency reports 
TEHRAN—Iran opened an Is¬ 
lamic summit meeting Tuesday 
designed to promote unity 
among the world's 1 billion 
Muslims. But the host country's 
leaders offered starkly contrast¬ 
ing views on relations between 
Islam and the West, underscor¬ 
ing deep divisions within Iran it¬ 
self. Ayatollah AH Khnmcini. 
the country's supreme leader, 
lashed out at Western powers in 
a fiery opening speech, targeting 
in particular the United States, 
which he accused of “giobal ar¬ 
rogance” and assorted sias 
against Islam. 

He dsiouncod what he called 
the “global Zionist media." 
blasted the US-sponsored Mid¬ 
dle East peace process as “un¬ 
just, arrogant, contemptuous and 
linally illogical,'', and warned 
the United States to pull its war¬ 
ships out of the Gulf, which be 
described as “an Islamic sea." 
But President Mohammed Kha- 


temi. a moderate dcric elected 
last May in an unexpected land¬ 
slide. made an entirely different 
impression, speaking of the 
need far tolerance and under¬ 
standing among people of dif¬ 
ferent faiths. He emphasized the 
need for civil society and rule of 
law. called for the protection ot 
religious minorities and. per¬ 
haps most surprising, urged his 
fellow Islamic io.hkrs ir. leant 
from the West if not (o emulate 
iL 

"Our era is an era of prepon¬ 
derance of Western culture and 
civilization, whose understand¬ 
ing is imperative," said Khate- 
mi. a turhaned mullah and archi¬ 
tect of Iran's 1979 Islamic 
revolution who lived for a time 
in Germany. “Undoubtedly, we 
will only succeed in moving for¬ 
ward . . . if we . . . utilize the 
positive scientific, technological 
and social accomplishments of 
Western civilization, a stage we 
must inevitably go through to 
Continued on page 2 
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Lebanese Americans return to Beirut, 

a city in transition 


By Marjorie Miller 

BEIRUT, Lebanon—For a city brought to its 
knees in the 1980s by car bombs, gun bodes and 
kidnappings, the few sticks of dynamite that were 
tossed into the American University of Beirut 
compound recently did not qualify as a serious 
attack. 

But with the university’s next presi¬ 
dent in town, the blast did strike many _ 

Beirut residents os a serious warning. 1W7. 

“Someone wanted to. scare the ■ 

Americans." said Adrian Iskander, an 
AUB political science professor. “We □ fx 
don’t know who did II Whoever it is, » 1 C 
they arc not happy with the opening of 
Lebanon to Americans." 

Since US Secretary of Stale Made¬ 
leine Albright lifted a 10-year ban on travel to 
Lebanon in July, hundreds of US citizens have vis¬ 
ited this scarred city that is undergoing a stunning 
rebirth. They are Lebanese Americans returning to 


Worm 

Report 


iheir roots, business executives bidding for a piece 
of the reconstruction pie and onetime residents 
seeking old haunts. 

John Waierbury. who takes over as president of 
AUB in January, was on a scouting mission to Bei¬ 
rut when the dynamite blew out wtn- 

f dows at the university in October. 

While concerned, Waierbury said 
the blast did not derail his plan to 
be the first AUB chief living on the 
banyan-shaded campus since 1984. 
when then-President Malcolm Kerr 

O f | was gunned down there during 
I L Lebanon's 15-year civil war and 
wave of anti-American violence. 

“For the lime being, unless there 
is a repetition or escalation. 1 don’t 
anticipate any change in my plans," Waterbury 
said in a telephone interview from New Jersey. 

Just how safe Beirut may be for Americans such 
as Waierbury is a question for which no one seems 


to have a simple answer. In port, that is the nature 
of Beirut itself, a city with a violent past and 
promising future but no clearly defined presenL 

Part Sarajevo, part reunited Berlin. Beirut 
appears through a veil of construction dust. The 
past, a civil war that claimed ahout 150.000 lives, 
is embedded in the pocked shells of apartment 
buildings and hotel carcasses along the Green Line 
that once divided the city's Muslim and Christian 
halves. 

The future is on display in cardboard models of 
a 445-acre commercial and financial center that is 
to be raised on the ruins of this ancient Phoenician 
city—one of the most ambitious urban renewal 
projects ever attempted. 

Bui for now. downtown Beirut looks like an 
unfinished movie. set. with wrecking balls and 
cranes rising from empty lots where 500 buildings 
have been leveled to remake a city once known as 

Continued on page 2 
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Trials and tribulations of a 
Jordanian antiquities collector 


By Ibtisam Awadat 

' Star Staff Writer 

“JORDAN IS a national 
museum, wherever you dig you 
t> find an archaeological piece," 

y Mr Ali Mahadeen. who is 

■ among four ex-archaeologicaJ 

® dealers in Jordan. told The 

n Star. 

■ “I began to work and trade 
in antiquities back in 1965, 






after two years I became a 
licensed trader, but because of 
the 1967 [June] war, tourism 
was badly affected and so was 
our businesses” 

However, the final blow 
came in 1976 when the govern¬ 
ment passed a law prohibiting 
anyone from trading in archae¬ 
ological artifacts. 

“In that year, the government 
notified me that it is consider¬ 
ing all of the antiquities' pieces 
that I gathered for the last 10 
years as private collectors 
items." He added that this in 
turn meant that “f was to keep 
them home." 

And as a result, Mr Maha- 
deen, who possessed three 
antiquities' shops for buying 
and selling in Karak, Jerusalem 
and Jericho, had to put away 
more than 15,000 pieces in 
three store houses in Karak. He 
said that “my house couldn't 
possibly take in all these 
pieces." 

And today they arc still 
stored away. “Our national her¬ 
itage has been locked away for 
more than 20 years without 
being exhibited or studied," he 



Bead of a 2000-year-old basalt 
statute from the Roman age 

laments. 

His vast collection, as docu¬ 
ments from the Department of 
Antiquities prove, include 
paper and leather -manuscripts, 
potteries, signets, jewels and 
glassworks. These are in addi¬ 
tion to the silver, gold and i 
bronze currencies from the i 
Cannanite. Greek, Roman and 


Islamic ages. Mr Maha- 
deen said that he pos¬ 
sesses coins that are 
more than 2000 years 
old. 

Last July, two com¬ 
mittees that included 
experts from the Depart¬ 
ment of Antiquities and 
foreign archaeological 
institutes in Jordan were 
formed to examine the 
private collections. It 
included such imminent 
experts from the British 
Institute of Archaeology 
in Amman, and from 
Mu’ta University who 
went down to examine 
Mr Mahadeen’s private 
collection. 

'“Those experts con¬ 
cluded thaL the collec¬ 
tion was too valuable to be 
locked away and recommended 
that it should be taken over by 
a public agency like the Dep’t 
of Antiquities. But Mahadeen's 
headache was just beginning. 
The experts put a tag price of 
only JD 250,000 for part of the 
collection. Despite the fact of 
Mr Mahadeen’s claim that his 


Pottery statute with a bronze 
circle on top that dates back to 
the Roman age 



ADD, hot on the trail of 
antiquities’ smugglers 


Vases from the Greek age 


collection is worth more than 
JD 3 millions, he accepted a 
knocked down price of 30 per¬ 
cent. and said that be would 
accept just slightly over JD 1 
million. 

“To be more understanding I 
agreed to take an initial pay¬ 
ment of JD 250,000, and to 
receive the rest of the money in 
three years,” Mr Mahadeen 
explained. 

This issue went right up to 
the Prime Minister who in turn 
sent an official request to the 
Ministry of Finance to earmark 
the amount as an expense to be 
added to the 1998 national bud¬ 
get However the Ministry later 
claimed that they can’t afford 
to pay the money. 

And today the destiny of his 
archaeological treasures con¬ 
tinue to remain ambiguous. But 
Mr Mahadeen is not giving up. 
He says that the love of antiqui¬ 
ties is in his blood. “It’s almost 
an addiction. “! read all the 
international archaeological 
magazines, and I attend all 
international exhibitions, the 
last one opened by His Majesty 
King Hussein in Paris in June," 
Mr'Mahadeen continued “I 
love this profession, and some¬ 
times when I enter one of the 
storehouses at nine o'clock in 
the morning, 1 forget myself 
and stay till three o'clock in the 
afternoon.” 

Mr Mahadeen presented 
archaeological works as gifts to 
Jordanian Universities and to 
our embassies abroad to exhibit 
our heritage to the whole 
world 

“It's been a long time, but l 
wont to solve this problem 
legally. 1 know there are other 
ways which could be used and 
I know of all the methods of 
selling, but I want to do it the 
right way, this is our national 
heritage." ■ 



Col Al Sharaydeh 
Continued from page 1 


Ghazi Pisceh. 

“In Amman, we’ve began 
the restoration projects, the first 
being in Al Qal'a. Mountain 
(Amman Citadel) where we are 
rebuilding the external walls 
and the towers which surround 
the Castle," Dr Pisceh added. 
“At the same site, we have also 
the Omayyad Palace which will 
he rebuilt in cooperation with a 
Spanish team and from Spanish 
financing.” 

His department finished re¬ 
building the Music Theater 
near the Roman Theater in 
downtown Amman this year. 
The opening was inaugurated 
by the Notional Music Conser¬ 
vatory. and is expected to stage 
musical concerts. 

“Outside the capital, we have 
an active role in lrbid. There is, 
for example, a building from 
the Ottoman era called “Al Sa¬ 
niya" which was used as a pris¬ 
on. but later presented to the 
Antiquities department.” He 
pointed out that its being re¬ 
stored into a national museum. 
Other restoration projects in¬ 
clude the ancient places in Ka¬ 
rak, where the engineers from 
the Natural Resources Authori¬ 
ty are trying to strengthen the 
walls of the Karak Castle, in 
Shoubak and in Jerash also 
where the Antiquities Depart¬ 


ment completed the restoration 
of the North Theater and is now 
used as part of staging different 
cultural activities during the Je¬ 
rash Festival 

More closer to home, howev-; 
er, the authorities are involved 
in the rebuilding of the Sabeel 
El Houreyat in downtown Am¬ 
man. 

“There are many ancient 
sites in Jordan and it's difficult 
to keep constant supervision," ! 
Dr Pisceh states. 1 

"About private collections,. 
especially those that ore in pos- ; 
session of traders that were for¬ 
merly authorized to trade, we 
formed two committees and 
asked, through advertisements, 
all those people to register the 
archaeological pieces they have 
with our deportment.'* 

The Director-General stud 
that 26 collections were regis¬ 
tered to protect them from be¬ 
ing smuggled out of the coun¬ 
try or sold. He told The Star 
that according to the law, antiq¬ 
uities can be kept in houses as 
long as they arc registered in 
the department. "We try our 
best to buy at least the unique 
pieces [of these collections], 
while for the duplicated ones 
we allow any establishment to 
buy some of them but wc must 
be informed of this." 

Archaeological treasures, the 
law states, is anything that 
dates back before the year 
1700. ■ 


King’s letter; 
to Majali 

Continued from page 1 

nallst and u writer on Palcsiin- : 
ian affairs, said "The timing of . 
the King's letter may have : 
created uncertainty. The letter - 
expresses concern over the Pal- . 
estinian cause as it faces more : 
hurdles." But Hcjuzi blames the 
Palestinian leadership for these 
uncertainties. 

“The PNA involved itseir in . 
many agreements where ** Spvc ! 
many concessions to Israel, he 
said. “Officially Jordan cannot 
denounce these agreements, hut 
it feels that these agreements 
are the reason behind the tragic 
situation that the Palestinians 
find themselves in lodoy." 
Hcjazi added. 

However. Kamhawi said that 
regardless of any misgivings 
one may have about Oslo, this 
does not mean that the Arabs 
should add to Palestinian 
misery. 

On the whole, the letter, 
which aims at confronting the 
general mood, followed the 
King's speech in the opening of 
Parliament. Kamhawi said the 
letter has not confronted Pales¬ 
tinian and Jordanian worries 
and may have aggravated the 
mood. 

‘The issue of the refugees is ■ 
one. irrespective of their geo¬ 
graphic location, and we / 
believe that the issue of refu¬ 
gees is part and parcel of the 
issue of the right or return for; 
the Palestinians. We arc not; 
talking about the refugees; 
alone, but about the Palestinian • 
diaspora at large," he said. 

Mr Hcjazi disagrees. “Again : 
the Oslo agreements ignored ; 
the substantial issues, which ; 
Netanyahu is trying to by-pass. • 

Oslo tailed tb put conditions • 
on the building of settlements . 
which is the core of all changes ; 
that Israel is practicing in the ; 
Occupied Territories. This let- • 
ter confirms the concerns and ■ 
obligations of King Hussein! 
towards the Palestinian cause," : 
he said. ■ 



Entries for the TheoryExamination of the Associated Board of 
the Royal Schools of Music will be accepted from 13 to 22 December 1997. 
The Theory Examination will be held on Saturday, 28 February 1998. 

For registration and further information about syllabuses and regulations 
please contact the local representative: 

The National Music ConservatorylNoar Al Hussein Foundation 
Jabel Amman, Atiyat Buildg . Behind the Embassy of Kuwait 
P.O.Box 926687, Amman I Jordan 
Tel. 607620, Fax 687621 
e-mail: nmc@go.com.jo 
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Miss Jordan 

Continued from page 1 

Imagine then if she wins and 
becomes Miss World. What 
then? What a scandal! 

These and other scenarios 
are indeed worrying. But we 
can rest assured that popular 
forces will manage to scare off 
any party or parties, including 
the Zionists, who dream of 
bringing this shamefal tradition 
into our country. We can rest 
assured that no Miss Jordan 
will ever emerge in our midst 
Our values and traditions will 
win the day. 

Some 20 years ago, another 
social group announced that it 
was hoping to organize a Miss 
Jordan competition. A public 
outcry ensued and the event 
was buried there and then. 

The same fate will recur this 
time as well. 

Now that dealt a lethal blow 
to tire Miss Jordon conspiracy, 
we can direct our attention 
again to the same prosaic but 
persistent problems that trouble 
our society like teenage crime 
and delinquency among others. 
Can we launch a campaign to 
ban these as well ? ■ 


Islamic 

summit 


Continued from page 1 

reach the future." 

His principle theme was how 
the world's 1 billion Muslims 
could create a new “Islamic civ¬ 
il society" in which tyranny 
would be banned, minorities 
would be protected, the rule of 
law would prevail and govern¬ 
ments would exist as servants of 
the people. “Understanding, 
planning and common endeav¬ 
or" are the keys so helping Is¬ 
lamic countries achieve their 
place in an emerging pluralistic 
world order that, “God willing, 
will not be the monopoly of any 
tingle power," be told the dele¬ 
gates here, whose countries 
stretch from West Africa to 
Southeast Asia. 

Khatami called it unfortunate 
that certain “expansionist ten¬ 
dencies” try to make “an imagi¬ 
nary enemy of Islam." To 
counter them, Muslim countries 
should continually strive for 
peace and security at the region¬ 
al and global levels and seek 



Participants at the Tehran meeting, Tuesday 

ways to build confidence, he ministration ran 
said, adding: The world needs dialogue with In 
peace and tranquillity. It is obvir accuses of supp 
ous, however, that for peace to and secretly dev 
be lasting, it should be just and weapons. Stat 
honorable." spokesman Jamt 

On Tuesday, the Clinton ad- US has “long be 
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Organize three wee, 


CYPRUS AIRWAYS 


>RUS AIRWAYS 

reekly flights to Amman instead of two 
In addition to three weeldy flights from Amman 
to Larnaca and vice-a-versa (formerly two) a new 
program has been introduced for your comfort. 
The new schedule can also enable passengers ,in 
one day and within few hours, to arrive at 
Amsterdam, Athens, Frankfort, London, Man¬ 
chester, Moscow, Zurich, Brussels, Geneva, Sal- 
onik, Berlin, Drizon, Vienna, Bahrain , Damascus; 
Beirut and Dubai. 

This is in added to ordinary trips to fly to 20 cit¬ 
ies all over the world. 

Departure from Amman at 6:30 a.mL, arrival at 
Lamaca at 8:15 a.m. every Saturday, Friday, and 
Wednesday. 

Departure from Lamaca to Amman at 10:15 
p.m. arrival at Amman at 11:30 p.m., every Tues¬ 
day, Thursday and Friday. 


For more details: Please contact your Travel Agent or Cyprus 
Airways: Shmeisani Near Commodore Hotel TeL 700115- 
700264 Tdfia. 700115, or our general Sales Agent-Petra. 
Travel & Tourism Co. Tel. 700760 - 700754 Fax. 701749 
Irbid-Fkxigng Bank Complex, Td. 02-251627/8 Fax. 02-251628 

Cyprus Airways 

Top Service, first class luxury , 
businessmen class (Apollo) world-wide 
experience for 50 years. 


Feel at ^ 
Home with 
Cyprus Airways 


ministration renewed a call for 
dialogue with Iran, which it still 
accuses of supporting terrorism 
and secretly developing nuclear 
weapons. State Department 
spokesman James Foley said the 
US has “long been open to a di¬ 
alogue with the Iranian govern¬ 
ment. Our rally stipulation has 
been that such a dialogue take 
place with an authorized repre¬ 
sentative of the government and 
that it be acknowledged public¬ 
ly." 

Foley, who volunteered the 
statement on policy toward a di¬ 
alogue with Tehran during the 
daily State Department briefing, 
said the United States has “no 
quarrel with the Iranian people” 
and is “not seeking to change 
the nature of “its ftmdamentalist 
Islamic government." 

The timing of the statement 
seems to indicate the Clinton ad¬ 
ministration is feeling left out in 
the cold while many of its clos¬ 
est Arab allies, including senior 
officials from Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia, are in Tehran for the 
IOC conference. 

The two opening speeches of 
the Iranian leaders were sympto¬ 
matic of a deepening power 
struggle in Iran between relig¬ 
ious hard-liners and moderates, 
led by Khatami, whose advoca¬ 
cy of greater cultural and per¬ 
sonal freedom has won him 
widespread support among 
women, young people and edu¬ 
cated elites. Rarely, however, 
have those differences been 
aired in such a public manner. 
The two men spoke on the open¬ 
ing day of the eighth summit of 
die Organization of the Islamic 
Conference, which brings to¬ 
gether ministers. princes, heads 
of state and other dignitaries 
from 55 Islamic countries in Eu¬ 
rope. Asia, Africa and the Mid¬ 
dle East. 

The presence of so many for¬ 
eign leaders, many of them 
close allies of the West,, has, in 
the view of observers here, sig¬ 
nificantly boosted Iran’s interna¬ 
tional prestige at the expense of 
the United States, which accuses 
Iran of sponsoring international 
terrorism and has .sought to iso¬ 
late the Islamic republic through 
a trade embargo and diplomatic 
means. Iran is also seeking to 
use the three-day summit to im¬ 
prove relations with neighboring 


Arab countries, which have long ■ 
accused its leaders of packaging- 
their revolution for export. 1 
Among the Arab leaders in at-; 
tendance Tuesday were Syrian; 
President Hafez Assad. Crown; 
Prince Hassan, Palestinian lead- - 
er Yasser Arafat and Saudi; 
Crown Prince Abdallah. He is; 
the highest-ranking Saudi offi-; 
rial to visit Iran since the fall of; 
the American-backed shah in- 
1979. 

The heir to the Saudi throne! 
said no one “should try to die-.' 
tale to his Muslim brothers how; 
to think and how to work.” He; 
condemned as loathsome and*/ 
barbaric “heinous crimes being-' 11 
committed in the name of Is-! 
lam” under the pretext of the de-; 
sire for an Islamic form of gov-; 
eminent. “Are these killers who; 
slit the throats of their victims ...- 
to be trusted? Are they qualified-' 
to create an Islamic state?" he 
asked. 

Arab turnout was much higher 
than for the US-sponsored eco¬ 
nomic conference last month in 
Doha, with the aim of forging 
ties between Israel and its Arab' 
neighbors. Most Arab countries 
boycotted that conference to 
protest what they regard as the 
failure of Israeli Prime Minister ; 
Binyamin Netanyahu to carry { 
out peace accords signed with 
the Palestinians. 

Despite the broad cross- 
section of participants, Khomeini 
made mi effort to temper his 
views, blaming the West for 
most of the ills afflicting the 
Muslim world. “The Western 
materialistic civilization is direct¬ 
ing everyone toward materiality, 
while money, gluttony, and car¬ 
nal desires are made the greatest 
aspirations," be declared. “As in 
the past, today Islam is the only 
remedial, curative and savior an¬ 
gel." 

He accused the United States, 
in particular, of doing everything 
it could to undermine Iran's rev¬ 
olution and poison its relations 
with its neighbors. “For IS years 
now, the political designers of ar¬ 
rogance are breathing their poi¬ 
sonous breath to make our neigh- i 

bore in the Gulf fearful off 
Islamic Iran," he said, adding 
pointedly, 1 declare Dial Islamic 
Iran poses no threat to any Islam¬ 
ic country." ■ 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


Who told you Vm here to help 
people...,.you 're supposed to help 
me ! 




I 


Rally* 

R There was a huge rally outside parliament. Sunday. Demon¬ 
strators were demanding the death penalty for those who 
attempted to rape and then killed a nine-year-old girl in Jcrash. 
1 ne school girl, who is in the fourth grade is named Ola In a 
memorandum dis¬ 
tributed during the .-:----—^ 7 —- 

rally, the father or 
the girl demanded 
the death penalty for 
the murderers so it 
would serve as an 
example and a deter¬ 
rent to others. In the 
memo, the father 
directly addressed 
His Majesty Kina 
Hussein. pleading 
with him that, as the 
father of every Jor¬ 
danian family, he . 

hoped that.the King will allow the execution of the death pen¬ 
alty. However the assailants, who are below 18 years of age. 
might not be subject to the death penalty according to the law. 
The juveniles who commit such crimes are normally sent to a 
rehabilitation center which legal experts say is not for more 
than few years. But lawyers elaborate that in this case, the sen¬ 
tence passed would befit the crime. If. one of the youths who 
only participated in the attempted rape, sentence will be passed 
aeconlingly. If on the other hand one of the youths took pan in 
the attempted rape and murder charges, then he will also be 
subject to a harsher sentence. 

Haj Season 

■ The Haj season is upon us once again. About 15.000 people 
registered initially for the the Hnjj season this year. The Minis¬ 
try nf Awqaf has already designated 43 centers throughout the 
Kingdom for the purpose of registration. 

First Salafi in Lower House 

■ The latest phenomena in the new Lower House is Sheikh 
Mohammad Rafat who in a recent interview came out with 
what some may. consider as startling .views. A newly elected 

v deputy, who won' a seat in the last elections for Baqa* in the 
‘ Balaqa' Constituency. .A 1 though, a - member of' the Islamic 
^Brotherhood viilucfilto qtiU'in 1974, Mr Rafar is an independent 
Islamist who says that there is no need for Islamic or either 
nationalist/Ieftisls political parties. For a self proclaimed Salafi 
(Muslim fundamentalist), he has a very pragmatic, some would 
claim weird views about the role of Slate and government. 
Although he doesn't support the current peace process, he said 
he would be prepared to visit the Israeli Knesset and sit down 
with its members. He added that he wouldn't consider such 
action as normalizing with the Israelis. 

United wins 

■ The ‘united list’ has won a landslide majority in die last elec¬ 
tion of the seven sections (Construction. Applied Engineering. 
Civil. Chemical. Mechanical. Electrical, Mining) that comprise 
the Jordanian Engineering Association. Of the 49 seats, the 
‘whites and the greens' came home scott free, winning 44 
seats. Two seats were won by an additional ‘green list’ that 
refused to unite and two independents. Although the elections 
were characterized by its low turnout, the Islamist win is seen 
as giving the thumbs up to the anti-normalization policies with 
regards to relations with Israel. 

Early New Year 

■ The New Year celebrations this year are promising to be a 
lacklustre event. Because of the holy month of Ramadan that is 
almost certain to coincide with the New Year, the government’ 
has sent a memorandum to every hotel and club reminding 
them that they may not serve alcohol during the duration of the 
annual teasL It is because of this, that two hotels in Jordan 
have decided to celebrate the New Year four days early.^Hotel 
InterContinental is offering an “unforgettable evening" with 
sincer Kathim Al Saher while the Regency Hotel is offering an 
evening with the Lebanese singer Hiam Al Said and US belly 
dancer” Topaz. The memorandum asks those establishments 
w online to offer New Years’ Eve parties on the proper date to 
do so “in complete discretion and without any media 
publicity/' 

Four expelled after demo 

■ The Senate of the Balin' University has expelled four stu¬ 
dents from the Polytechnic in Zerqa which is affiliated to the 
University- The expulsions come after a week-long strike 
which students staged at the end of last month. Two further stu¬ 
dents were suspended for a full year from the Polytechnic. Fur- 
rher the Senate has issued ‘final warnings' to eighistudents and 
■first warnings* to three others. Although the Chancellor of 
Balqa' University says that everything is back to normal, stu¬ 
dents describe the situation as tense. 

Getting closer still 

■ We could now have Israeli travel companies right on cur 
" doorstep. According to the Israeli Maarn, one of the 
travel companies there, has been given permission to operate a 
bus service between Tel Aviv and Amman on adarly basis. 

Private universities 

ithere are 18 univerailies in the country. 12 of theseareron 
hvlhe priSc sector and the rest by the government. The Min- 
•V "If education has started to give licences for private urn- 
'suy of Ed 9 pointed out that each student ut public 

versmes sinaivs^ ^ ^ JD 130 0 annually 

-"Si pays only JD 400. but it’s skies the limit for pri¬ 
vate universities- _ _ 


■ ar on the Frfeaclr.expcrlencem urban ser- 

K£5i 15 DaSSSr at th^eadqoar- 

e Jordan 

vihkh iS BOifet the patronage of . 
Dr Rto Khal^ pl is 
ft* ihe Amman* <m- 

- 15 experts from fYom the bankaig, 

wiU make confribu- 
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Lebanese Americans return 
to Beirut, a city in transition 


His Majesty King Hussein receives Saudi Prince Walid bin TalcI ben Abdel Azziz and his son Prince Khalid bin Walid at 
his house, Bab A l Saturn, Monday. During the meeting King Hussein conferred on the Prince the A l Kan kab Medal of 
the First Order for his role in the economic field and especially in his participation in economic and investment projects 
in Jordan. Prince Walid said that without a doubt that the investment climate in Jordan is encouraging. He has many 
investments in this country , especially in the baukiug and tourism fields. 

Annual budget unveiled for ‘98, GDP 
expected to maintain 6% growth 


AMMAN (Star)—Jordan's 
1998 budget is estimated at 
JD 1987 million, an increase 
of 7.6% from the 1997 esti¬ 
mates. with a deficit nf JD 37 
million, or 1.9 percent of 
total expenses. Minister nf 
Finance Sulieman Hafez pre¬ 
sented the 1998 draft budget 
law to the Lower House nn 
Wednesday. He predicted 
economic growth to continue 
at about 6 percent in 1998. 
The growth domestic product 
for this year is estimated at 
5.3 percent, compared with 
5.2 in 1996. 

Among the main indicinrs 
for next year as outlined by 
the minister: 

■ GDP growth at 6% 

■ Rate of total consump¬ 
tion to the GDP will drop to 
about 86%. while rate of total 
investments will be 33%. 

■ Budget deficit will make 

up 3.2% of GDP. 

■ General.4>ricc index will 
be around 3%. 

■ National exports will 
grow at higher rates than 
imports and trade deficit will 
be around 29% of GDP. 

■ The budget for indepen¬ 
dent public corporations has 
been estimated at ID 600 
million. 

The minister said internal 
revenues in the 1998 budget 
3re estimated at JD 1704.3 
million, an increase of 7.2% 
from 1997. He added that 
total revenues, including 
grants and foreign assistance, 
are estimated at JD 1950 
million. 
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Hafez 

As to refinancing budget, 
it is estimated at JD 2°8.8 
million of which JD 261.8 
million will go to pay for 
local and foreign loans and 
JD 37 million to offset the 
deficit. 

Central expenditures were 
estimated at JD 1987 million 
of which JD 1565 will go in 
current expenditures. an 
increase of 6.5%. and JD 422 
million lor capital expendi¬ 
tures. an increase of 11.6%. 

Of the current expenditures 
ihe civil body will assume JD 
436.2 million while the mili¬ 
tary will lake JD 460.4 mil¬ 
lion. Other expenditures, 
including foodstuff subsidies 
and pensions, will take JD 
662.4 million. 

A total of JD 2 l »8 million 
will he sought in credit to 


finance external and internal 
loans in addition to the bud¬ 
get deficit. 

Mr HjIcz said Jordan’s 
foreign debt has been 
reduced from $7615 million 
in l l|l, tl in $t»627. about 83 r »- 
ol the GDP. by the end of 
October 1967. He said a 
scries ol measures that 
included buying or trans¬ 
forming some debts and 
rescheduling others suc¬ 
ceeded in lowering the inter¬ 
est rale from 6.0% in 1991 in 
ahnut 4.8tf this year. He 
added that this also reduced 
payments on loans from $52<i 
million in 1996 to $434 mil¬ 
lion in 1907. 


He said as a result of these 
measures, external debt ser¬ 
vice was reduced from 9.8% 
nf total exports in l‘>9n to 
about 7.7% this year, which 
eased pressure on the balance 
of payment and allowed for 
the building nf foreign 
reserves. 

The cost nf living index 
during the first 11 months of 
this year went up by 2.7 per¬ 
cent compared w ith the same 
period last year. However the 
index is expected m g<» up to 
3 percent as nf the end of 
this year, against 6 5 percent 
last year. E 


Continued from page 1 

the Paris of the Middle East. A 
few patrician facades stand 
over the rubble, surrounded by 
scaffolding and mesh drapes lb 
contain their debris. Like the 
former East Berlin, it is in a 
state of transition. 

Camouflaged tanks, w ith tar¬ 
paulins over their guns, are 
parked discreetly off to the 
side. The threat today seems to 
come from bulldozers, jack¬ 
hammers and reckless, honking 
cars. 

In spile of this chaos, the 
city is open and eager to 
please. It beckons tourists into 
glistening shopping centers 
with Armani and Donna Karon 
fashions. By day. the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea is an alluring blue, 
and by night the city woos visi¬ 
tors with stylish restaurants and 
exotic clubs. 

Some Lebanese still cany a 
grudge against the United 
States for its support of Chris¬ 
tian factions during the civil 
war. Many resent what they 
sec as unquestioning US sup¬ 
port for Israel, whose soldiers 
Hezbollah guerrillas are fight¬ 
ing to oust from the south. 

"L'S officials recall the 198? 
attack on a Marine Corps com¬ 
pound near Beirut that killed 
241 Americans, the assault on 
the US Embassy the same 
year, the killing of Kerr, the 
kidnapping of journalist Terry 
Anderson and other attacks. In 
lilting the travel ban. Albright 
said she still considered ihe 
country dangerous for US citi¬ 
zens hut had decided travel 
should no longer be illegal. 

The State Department then 
issued a warning that only 
Americans with “compelling 
reasons'* should consider visit¬ 
ing Lebanon. Those who do. 
the advisory says, should 
avoid the southern suburbs of 
Beirut, the Bekaa Valley and 
southern Lebanon— 

strongholds of Hezbollah. 

' Americans have in the past 
been targets of numerous ter¬ 
rorist attacks in Lehanon. The 
perpetrators of these attacks 
are still present in Lehanon. 
and retain the ability to acl.” it 
says. 

For many American citizens 
visiting Beirut, this view 


Jordan expels Iraqi diplomats 


THE EXECUTIONS of four Jordanian 
students in Ira^, Monday, are being de- 
nounced both'on'thie. official iand popu -r 
. lar.levels iq Jordan! ' The dramatic Step 
is seen as a sever blow to Jordan-Iratp - 
relations. 

Walid Mohammad Tawfiq Nseirat. 
Sa’ad Yousef AJi Al Douji, Salah Yousef . 
Al Donji aud Rizek Bishara Rizek were 
charged of smuggling auto spareparts- 

Minister of Inferior Nathir Rashid 
said that despite contacts between senior 
Jordanian officials and their Iraqi coun¬ 
terparts, Iraq went ahead and carried 
out the executions. 

“What is making us more angry is 
that the value of smuggled parts, as 
claimed hy the Iraqi authorities, does 
not exceed JD 620,^ Mr Rashid said. 
According to the law such' a violation 
should only receive a fine or imprison¬ 


ment. 

The government in Amman acted 
■sffiftly:"&irst 4t'"recalled JordairV 
Charge d'affaires in Baghdad, Adel 
Sfreidan. and later on i( expelled seven 
Iraqi diplomats from the Kingdom. 

The foot- students were arrested by 
the Iraqi authorities at the beginning of 
the year and charged of smuggling. 
However, they were later released by an 
amnesty, but the Iraqi aothorities re¬ 
arrested them. 

Meanwhile members of the Lower 
House of Parliament are up in arms at 
the executions. They point nut that Jor¬ 
dan nmst now take the stillest measures 
against Iraq. It is not clear whether the 
latest government action or expulsion 
will be enough to calm tempers in the 
country. H 


seems out of sync with reality 
They say they feel safe ati.i 
that’ Lhe US government 
stuck in the post. 

In fact, there were opportu¬ 
nities to attack Americans ii 
extremists had wanted i<> 
Thousands of US citizens ha\ e 
circumvented the ban anti 
traveled to Lebanon in the pa-; 
few years by asking Lebanese 
officials to issue them visas on 
loose paper instead of will: 
telhale stomps in their pass¬ 
ports. Some businesspeople, 
working through front compa¬ 
nies. and journalists were in 
the country, as well as dipln- 
mats and a few rebellious 
tourists. 

Hezbollah, or the Party 
God. which is believed i 
have been responsible >•>< 
many of the suicide auac!.\ 
and kidnappings of the !9Sfo. 
has evolved into a legal politi¬ 
cal party that has members in 
the National Assembly and .t 
militia fighting Israeli sol¬ 
diers. Hezbollah leaders deny 
any connection with past 
attacks and insist that they 
have no intention of targeting 
Americans now. 

“We have a certain position 
againsi the American adminis¬ 
tration. hut we have nothing 
against the American people." 
said Sheikh Attallah Ibrahim, a 
Hezbollah spokesman. *‘Wc 
support anything ihar would 
develop Lebanon from an eco¬ 
nomic point of view." 

Most Americans are skepti¬ 
cal, however, and (hose who do 
make the journey to Lebanon 
generally feel they have a com¬ 
pelling reason for doing so. 

Haifa Hamm ami. 32. was 
horn in Lehanon to a British 
mother and Palestinian father. 
Ignoring the advice of 
embassy officials that she 
change hotels ever) week or 
so. Hammami. who recently 
moved hack to Beirut from the- 
United States, began scorching 
for an apartment to rent and 
looking for her pasL 

She grew up in the United 
Slates on her parents' memo¬ 
ries of Beirut as a seaside par¬ 
adise with chic cafes and gen¬ 
teel living. They told her that 
alter her "birth they buried her 
umbilical cord beneath a tree 
to ensure that she would 
always be surrounded by the 
vitality of Beirut. Hammami 
hunted for the tree. 

"It was gone. There was this 
modem high-rise, a big, brand- 
new apartment building tha! 
was empty." she said. 

■ Dr Anees Razzouk. a Lomu 
Linda. Calif., heart surgeon. i< 
' another native who relumed to 
Beirut last month for the first 
time in 22 years, traveling with 
a group of Lebanese Ameri¬ 
cans on a trip arranged by the 
Sl Jude Children's Research 
Hospital in Memphis. 
Tennessc. 

“I think Americans who do 
not come here arc missing out. 
TTiis is safer than the streets of 
Los Angeles. The Lebanese 
mentality is one of hospitality, 
openness to all people. They 
have a lot of history to share, a 
lot of culture and beauty." he 
said. ■ 


Amman 

Duty Free Shop 

As a Tourist visiting Jordan, you are eligible to 
purchase from a vast selection of commodities each, 
time you enter the kingdom within the first two weeks 
of your arrival, at a very sensational value. 

As a Diplomat you are also entitled, on a monthly 
basis, duty free goods without the exemption form. 

So please feel free to visit our Amman Duty free Shop 
located at the prestigious City Terminal Building near 
the 7th Circle...you'll feeJ the difference. 

Working hours: 9:00 am - 6:00 pm. all weekdays 
except for Fridays. 







An Exquisite 
Shopping 

Tax Free 

Opportunity 

Combined 

with 

Quality & 
Affordability 


Jordan Valley’s Crossing Point 
Duty Free Shop 

We are glad to announce to all our customers the 
grand opening of the second duty free shop at the 
Jordan Valley's Crossing Point. 

Jordanian , Arabs and „ y 

Foreigners arriving or departing /7/crrq /\-maA 
through the Crossing Point, are 
entitled to purchase duty free items 
at sensational prices. 

Our working hours are the same .as 
those of the Crossing Point's time 
schedule. 


L 
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Jordanian Duty Free Shops 

We are open throughout the X-mas and New Year festivities proriding the latest selections in duty free goods. 
For further information, please contact your travel agent, tour guide, hotel reception, or call us at: 
683266 / 824187 Amman or 02/237554 Jordan Valley's Cross Point 
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banian coairtesp&rts- ,i- - 


JDF Shops Company LTD. - Isam Ajlouni Str. - Shmeisani 
Tel 683266 - Fax 603571 - P.O. Box 941601 - Amman 11194 Jordan 
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Our Say. . . 


The message from Tehran 

THERE IS brave and responsible talk coming from T ehran, where the 55-member 
Organization of Islamic Conference is holding a three-day s ummi t. There was noth¬ 
ing surprising in the tone and language of Iran's spiritual leader, Ayatollah All Kha- 
meini, who bombarded the United States, Israel and the western powers for their hos¬ 
tility to Mus lim countries anri causes. 

But the interesting remarks came from the host country’s President Mohammed 
Khatemi, who presented a different view of the future of Muslim relations with the 
rest of the world, especially the West. 

The Tehran summit is already creating a new mood in the Muslim world and else¬ 
where even before its conclusion. There is a new spirit prevailing; one of moderation, 
solidarity and realism in dealing with the challenges that face over 1 billion Muslims 
around the world today. 

Tolerance, moderation and cultural dialogue are all crucial elements in foe process 
of our struggle to communicate, understand and be understood and achieve develop¬ 
ment But coming from the new Iranian leadership, the new approach is worth our ap¬ 
preciation and support Iran’s role as the current president of the OIC and as an im¬ 
portant regional power cannot be side-stepped or ignored. The success of the Tehran 
summit in terms of attendance, agenda and approach to today's problems, underlines 
the importance of that role. 

Muslims are sending a strong and clear message to the rest of the world. That mes¬ 
sage seeks to define a new understanding for Islam as a religion, a culture and a way 
of life. That message needs to be heard and appreciated by our neighbors and friends. 
It is a message of proud people who seek to build rather than destroy, share rather 
than control and communicate rather than oppose. 

There is much work to be done. The old language will not disappear overnight. But 
even in the harsh words of foe old guard one can see the reasons for bitterness and 
distrust A peace process that has failed to bring about a just and lasting solution, Is¬ 
rael’s defiance of international laws and conventions and America's employment of 
double standards and its disdain for Muslim causes. 

On the other hand, the new language by a growing trend led by President Khatemi 
in Iran and others elsewhere, promises to create bridges for cooperation and under¬ 
standing between Islam and other cultures. These bridges promise to open the path 
for a better understanding of what each culture has to offer to foe other. Many young 
Muslims need to listen and understand that isolation and confrontation do not bring 
about peace, stability and progress. 

The Muslim world today is trying to overcome the historical, cultural, economic, 
social and political barriers that separate it from others. But in order for Muslim coun¬ 
tries to go beyond the traditional causes of hostility and distrust with the West, foe 
western world must end its bias and change the negative perception we h^ve^p&t fo-* 
day. In the heart of this cultural friction is the Arab-Israeli conflict, which' for 50" 
years has failed to be resolved honorably and justly.* 


Scandal involving ex-agent 
adds to mossad’s woes 


By Rebecca Trounson 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—Yehuda Gil used to 
leach young agents of Israel’s Mossad intelli¬ 
gence service about the craft of lying. 

Now. revelations that Gil, a former Mossad 
spymaster. fabricated information about Syria 
over a period of years have rocked the intelli¬ 
gence agency. And they have raised questions 
about the potential danger of the false informa¬ 
tion and its effect on the agency’s future. 

The scandal, parts of which began to leak 
through censored newspaper reports last week, is 
only the latest trouble for the Mossad, which is 
already under investigation for a failed attempt 
in September to assassinate a Hamas leader in 
Amman. 

The new allegations revolve around Gil. 63. 
and his role as a veteran Mossad officer responsi¬ 
ble for monitoring Syria. According to accounts 
in the Israeli media and various official assess¬ 
ments. Gil for os much as 20 years faked reports 
that were purported to have come from a mole in 


the Syrian military. 

The reports suggested that Syrian President 
Hafez Assad was not folly committed to peace 
with Israel. 

Government officials have downplayed the 
significance of the faked accounts, saying Gil's 
disinformation was balanced by other assess¬ 
ments and did not ultimately influence critical 
actions or policy. 

However, in August 1996, tensions grew here 
over Syrian troop movements in Lebanon near 
the Israeli border. The Mossad officer's ac¬ 
counts, supposedly from his source in Syria, 
helped give credence to the idea that Syria was 
preparing to mount an offensive on the Israeli- 
held Golan Heights. 

Israel's military intelligence service disagreed, 
and American intermediaries also dismissed the 
account, saying they believed the Syrian troop 
movements near the Golan were defensive in na¬ 
ture. Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordecai 
resisted calls to mobilize the nation's reserve 
units, and the tensions dissipated. ■ 
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prepositions 
new stand on Jerusalem 


By Osama El-Sberif 

IN THE long and checkered 
history of Arab-Israeli conflict, 
diplomatic language piays a 
pivotal role. Check out the 
long-standing differences over 
the interpretation of wordings 
in Security Council resolution 
242's French and English ver¬ 
sions. In the French version. Is¬ 
rael is called upon to withdraw 
from “dcs territories occupes" 
or the occupied territories, 
while the English version de¬ 
fines it as “territories occupied 
in the recent conflict." 

“The" as a definite article 
has long been the center of a 
heated debate’ between Arab 
and Israeli negotiators, who 
more often than not. find them¬ 
selves absorbed in linguistic 
duels. The prize is worth iL 
Without the article “the” in the 
22 November 1967 resolution. 
Israel claims 242 does not call 
on it to withdraw from all the 
territories it occupied in the 
1967 war, and thus any territo¬ 
rial compromise on its part 
should meet folly the require¬ 
ments of the said resolution. 

The Arabs, including the Pal¬ 
estinians. disagree and insist 
that Israel should withdraw 
completely from every inch of 
land it grabbed by force during 
the Six-day War. That is. after 
all, the crux of the 'land for 
peace" formula as accepted by 
the Arabs. 

Semantics is important. But 
diplomatic language, no matter 
how complicated or simple, de¬ 
tailed or vague, will always 
find those with legal and lin¬ 
guistic competence who will 
punch holes in 'its intended 
meanings. In Israel's case, the 
upper hand goes to (hose who 
have the land, and the political 
and military clout, not those 
with a just cause. 

Now Jordanian legislators 
and political analysts are debat¬ 
ing the meaning of the prcposi- 
Liorf "in", which recently found 
its way into the Jordanian polit¬ 
ical lexicon vis-a-vis Jerusa¬ 
lem. .Infir recent speech xo-Par*. 
IiamentJCing Hlks^fftrSWKuea* 
Jordan's position of supporting 
the establishment of "an inde¬ 
pendent Palestinian state with 


its capital in Jerusalem." Ob¬ 
servers noted that this state¬ 
ment differed from the classical 
slogan that the Arabs have been 
repeating for many years row 
which called for establishing a 
Palestinian state with Jerusalem 
as its capital. The latter implies 
wholeness, totality nr entirely 
while the ftwiiytr does not. 
Again it is a matter of lan¬ 
guage. 

When some legislators sug¬ 
gested that their"reply to rhe 
King's speech include the more 
common statement of “Jerusa¬ 
lem as its capital", deputy 
Prime Minister Abdallah Nsour 
objected and insisted that the 
Lower House use the same 
wordings adopted by the King. 
He said these wordings were 
intentional and responsible and 
lhaT the King wanted to under¬ 
line that the capital of the fu¬ 
ture state of Palestine should he 
in the city of Jerusalem and not 
near it or around it: thus the im¬ 
portance of the preposition 
“in". 

Not all people understood it 
that way. “In Jerusalem" could 
mean the entire city of Jerusa¬ 
lem. both its eastern and west¬ 
ern sectors: it could also mean 
East Arab Jerusalem nr even a 
house or a block in the occu¬ 
pied city. 

But certainly, the Palestin¬ 
ians have a clearer view of 
where the capital of their fu¬ 
ture state will he. Or do they? 
Chairman Arafat likes to refer 
to his capital as “A I Quds Al 
Sharif' or the Holy Sanctuary, 
meaning the holy part of Jeru¬ 
salem. nr in other words the 
walled part of the city. less 
than one square kilometer in 
area, which encompasses Mus¬ 
lim. Christian and Jewish 
shrines. But the common Pal¬ 
estinian stand refers to Arab 
East Jerusalem, precisely the 
part of the city that Israel took 
from Jordan in 1967. At one 
point in time some Israelis 
suggested that Arafat's capital 
could be located in the nearby 
villages of Abp-fteis^o^rfzor 
rich; .But yvheredoes this jjnvfc 
rfcst oFoccupf&J Afljb JAniA 
salem or what we now call 
East Jerusalem, which in addi¬ 
tion to the walled citv, in¬ 


cludes the Arab suburbs of 
Shu’fat. Beit Hanina, Kafr 
Aqab. Beit Safafa and others? 

These are also Arab occu¬ 
pied territories which have 
been annexed by Israel and are 
now part of the Israeli capital 
of Jerusalem. 

After Israel annexed the 
eastern part of Jerusalem in 
1967 and declared the whole 
thing as its eternal and unified 
capital in 1980. the'boundaries 
of Jerusalem were stretched to 
include all of West and East Je¬ 
rusalem in addition to neigh¬ 
boring Arab towns and villages 
that became port of .a greater 
Jerusalem that now reaches foe 
Ramallah and Bethlehem city 
limits. 

Today no one knows for 
sure the planned size of Great¬ 
er Jerusalem. but it is anywhere 
between 400 to S00 square ki¬ 
lometers and some estimates 
predict it will grow to an area 
of 1300 square kilometers, or 
one fifth of foe total area of the 
West Bank. The Israeli policy 
of expanding foe Jerusalem 
area, by annexing and confis¬ 
cating more Arab land, is cou¬ 
pled by systematic measures to 
empty'East Jerusalem from its 
Arab inhabitants—a form of 
ethnic cleansing that is'already 
succeeding in uprooting Pales¬ 
tinians from foe once- 
predomi riant ly Arab old city. 

Away from political state¬ 
ments and diplomatic and legal 
jargon, foe real challenge for 
Palestinian negotiators today is 
how to deal with the realities 
that Israel has created on foe 
ground. The physical boundar¬ 
ies separating foe two sectors 
of the city have all but disap¬ 
peared. Israel’s settlement poli¬ 
cies have in recent years fb- 
. cuscd on blurring the old 
armistice lines and the so- 
called Green Line. Under the 
present Likud government 
Arab East Jerusalem, including 
the old city, became targets for 
new settlements such as the 
one being built in Jabal Abu 


and introducing prepositions. 
Crown Prince Hasson and Prime 
Minister Abdel Saiam Majali 
each explained, in recent days, 
what foe Jordanian position on 
Jerusalem is all about. Prince 
Hassan said |his week that 'in 
Jerusalem" means the situation 
in that city as ii was in 1948— 
before occupation and prior to 
the war. In Ramallah and offer 
meeting Chairman Arafat last 
week. Dr Majali announced foot 
Jerusalem in its entirety. West 
and East, is subject to negotia¬ 
tions and that final status negoti¬ 
ations will be over the whole of 
Jerusalem and not its eastern 
part 

Jordan has always shown 
genuine interest in the future of 
Jerusalem, especially the Mus¬ 
lim shrines which it still admin¬ 
isters and on which it hod an 
agreement with the former La¬ 
bor government of Yitzhak Ra¬ 
bin. Thar "special role" for Jor¬ 
dan is documented in the 
Jordanian-Isracli peace treaty. 
More importantly, the Jordani¬ 
an position comes in the wake 
of renewed Israeli demands that 
negotiations with the Palestin¬ 
ians move immediately to the 
final status phase. That phase 
theoretically includes the status 
of Jerusalem. • 

Israel, under foe present Li¬ 
kud government, is not ready or 
willing to put the fate of Jerusa¬ 
lem, or any port of it for that 
matter, on the negotiation table. 
Furthermore, it is not clear tf 
Benyarain Netanyahu intends 
to honor Rabin's commitments 
to Jordan over its special role in 
Jerusalem. The Palestinians are 
certainly not very happy with 
any Jordanian role in Jerusa¬ 
lem. 

As Israel speeds up its plans 
to judaizc and expand the cast- 
em part of Jerusalem, the Arah 
response is typically ineffec¬ 
tive. Regardless of which part 
of Jerusalem the Arabs would 
like to get back, the new reality 
on the ground plus Israel’s re¬ 
fusal to put the Jerusalem issue 


'tt^hneier and the proposed*, optfe? negotiations agenda will; 
fusing: complex -nvRas AlL) majefi. or^Jjreak the current 
fcmoudb ; ' .t ftticMpr^Pess. The question is! 

• The change in Jordanian lan- this: Can the Arabs accept any 
guage regarding Jerusalem is final settlement without Jcrusa- 
not confined to omitting articles 1cm? ■ 


Islamic Summit symbolizes 
Iranian comeback in Region 


By John Daniszewski 

TEHRAN, Iran—Iran rolls out the carpet— 
a SI million Persian, naturally—Monday to 
welcome leaders of more than 50 Islamic 
nations to a summit that epitomizes both 
Tehran's expanding role on the world stage 
and the failure of US efforts to isolate the 
country. 

This week's Eighth Islamic Summit, the 
biggest international gathering ever held in 
Iran, shows just how far this country, ruled 
by revolutionary turbaned clerics, has come 
in repairing links with many US friends in 
foe region. Princes and emirs, sheikhs and 
sultans, ministers and rulers are rubbing el¬ 
bows at the meeting that began Tuesday, in¬ 
cluding senior officials of Egypt. Jordan 
and every other Arab country considered a 
member of the region’s pro-American bloc. 

About 30 heads of state and thousands of 
lesser officials are arriving for a foree-day 
meeting foal will be the international com¬ 
ing-out party for Iran's new president. Mo¬ 
hammad Khatami, who has said foe confer¬ 
ence demonstrates “foe power and stability 
of Iran" 

One foreign diplomat said: "Now the Ira¬ 
nians can say to foe Americans and to the 
West: ’Here we are. You wanted us isolat¬ 
ed, but wc arc not isolated."’ In May. Kha¬ 
tami. a moderate cleric, rolled to a stunning 
2-1 election victory over his conservative 
opponent Khatami's conciliatory moves to 
neighbors in the region since then have 
greased foe way for a successful turnout. 
Iran's Arab neighbors have historically dis¬ 
trusted non-Arab Iran, and when foe fiery 
Ayatollah Ruholiah Khomeini threatened to 
export his 1979 popular revolution. Arab 
Gulf rulers understood that their heads were 
meant to he foe first to roll. 

From Lebanon to Egypt to Algeria. Iran 
has been accused of fomenting and financ¬ 
ing Islamic unrest against conservative re¬ 
gimes for nearly two decades. Only last 
year. Saudi officials privately identified Tran 
its the chief suspect in a truck bombing that 
killed 19 US military personnel in Dhahran. 
But recently iran has been trying to show a 
more benign face to its immediate neigh¬ 
bors even while it still regularly blasts the 
-United States as "the Great Arrogance" and 
remains firmly opposed to accepting Is¬ 
rael's place in the Middle East. 

Arab leaders at the meeting want to see if 
Khatami has the oomph to cany nut his 
moderate promises in the face of resistance 
from Iran's supreme leader. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, and a parliament dominated by 
the conservative candidate whom Khatami 
vanquished. Speaker Ali Akbar Noteq-Nuri. 

As president. Khatami.ranks only second 
or third m the country's hierarchy of lead- ' 
ere. hut his 20 million voters are a powerful 
potential engine for change. The confer- 



An Iranian lady passes by a mural depicting the threat to Islam 


ence takes place ai a time of considerable ' 
ferment in Iran. The passions just beneath 
the surface flared last month when thou¬ 
sands of young Iranians.danced exuberantly 
in the streets, openly defying religious stric¬ 
tures. to celebrate Iran's surprise success at 
securing a berth to soccer’s 1998 World 
Cup. A week earlier, one of the countty’s 
senior sages had allowed his followers to 
circulate his doubts about Khamenei's qual¬ 
ifications and style of leadership, setting off 
rioting in the seminary city of Qom. 

One major question at this week's confer-_ 
cncc is whether Iran will tone down itis 
harsh anti-American and - anti-rsraeli rheto¬ 
ric and accommodate moderate Arab coun¬ 
tries in order to achieve' Islamic unity on a 
host of resolutions facing the participants. 

“I certainly hope so." said one Saudi deter 
gate who asked not to be identified. “I hope 
that Iranians will take this chance to modify 
foeir understanding of the world and live as 
part of it." 

The United States and Israel have long 
accused Iran of sponsoring terrorism and of 
actively pursuing nuclear ornisrlong-amge 
missiles and other weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion. Since 1995. Iran has been under a US 
trade embargo, but foe Clinton administra¬ 
tion has singularly failed to win support 
from its European partners to join the Unit¬ 
ed States in imposing sanctions. 

The summit's expected heavy turnout . 
stands in embarrassing contrast to Washing- - 
ton's inability to drum up attendance by 
Arab leaders at a US-sponsored Middle 
East economic conference—also 1 attended: 
by Israel—in Qatar last month. That sum-, 
mit foundered over Arab anger at the break- . 


down in the Middle East peace process un¬ 
der Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu and resentment at the perceived un¬ 
willingness of the United States to do much 
about it. Officials and delegates here have 
strived to p\ay down comparisons between 
the two meetings and are denying that par¬ 
ticipation is meant as a snub to the United 
States. “This conference has not been con¬ 
vened to send a message to anyone. It was 
convoied to bring about closer ties among 
Islamic countries." said Mohammed Javad 
■ Zarif, Iran’s deputy foreign minister. 

But while Khatami and his appointees 
stress a soothing message, there has been a 
triumphant tone ahead of foe meeting in 
conservative newspapers, and billboards 
erected at several key intersections near the 
conference hall display the stem faces of 
Khomeini and Khamenei and declare in 
English, “Islam humiliates and downgrades 
the superpowers" Iran has spent a reported 
$80 million, to host the event. The confer¬ 
ence center, an enormous stainless-steel 
domed, structure, was erected in a mind- 
boggling five months by a feverish anthill 
of 8,000 workers. Over the weekend, labor¬ 
ers were still finishing up the landscaping 
and had unrolled a 1-ton, cream-colored 
Persian carpet in the entrance hall.that Is the 
size of half a football field. The Organiza¬ 
tion of the Islamic Conference organizes a 
summit every three years, making this 
year's Tehran meeting only the eighth since 
I969.m . 
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A European 
outlook 

WE HAVE alicnipicd it' 
analyze the US li'ioren 
policy a while ago .mil 
now, we turn »iur sights iti 
the European perspective 
of our world. Two themes 
seem to he recurrent in 
this scenario: hunuui 
rights and democracy. It is 
admitted these remain 
nebulous in broad terms. 
European relations with 
our world is dependent on 
the rate of building demo¬ 
cratic insiiluiiuns. anil out 
respect lor human rights. 

At a glimpse, it seems .i 
rather straight forward 
matter hut the lad re¬ 
mains that Europe sees a 
major problem tlt.it of re¬ 
ligious extremism and in¬ 
stability in the Arab 
world. At the beginning, 
an approach of ignoring 
the whole phenomenon ni 
extremism was initiated, 
and business as usual was 
followed as if the issue 

did not exist. 

However, the dangers 
of extremism on the politi¬ 
cal .structures of moderate 
Arab and Islamic coun¬ 
tries started being taken 
seriously by the EU and 
its organs. This led to a 
new process of finding so¬ 
lutions. regarding the dif¬ 
ficulties in maintaining 
cooperative relations with 
moderate countries in our 
world, without allowing 
the whole issue of extrem¬ 
ism and terrorism to affect 
these relations. 

In this context, public 
opinion in individual EU 
countries had to he taken 
into consideration, in as 
much us of public opinion 
of moderate Arah and Is¬ 
lamic peoples. TIw slo¬ 
gans of democratism ion. 
and respect for human 
rights hud to he weighed 
against the risks and costs, 
that may be incurred in 
the process of political 
transition within our 
world. This is especially if 
foe EU is not willing to 
take upon iiscff the parti¬ 
san commiijpcnt of pro 
moring these values, rath¬ 
er, .than setting a litmus 
test for individual coun¬ 
tries and their response to 
those slogans. 

The question of socio¬ 
economic development is 
part and parcel of foe 
whole process of political 
democratization. To build 
a viable democratic sys¬ 
tem. requires financing 
the transitional stage to 
protect foe experience 
from anti-democratic forc¬ 
es. and religious extrem¬ 
ism. And financing this 
requires support from Eu¬ 
ropean institutions, lest 
the failure to build re¬ 
gional democratic struc¬ 
tures, is transformed to 
Europe, and considered ns 
a European failure. 

In this respect. Europe 
would be gaining more 
detractors than friends in 
our world, and foe great 
ethos being promoted, 
will remain an empty slo¬ 
gan. Nevertheless, coun¬ 
tries that are serious aboui 
building democratic struc¬ 
tures for its future, like 
Jordan, has embarked on 
an ongoing dialogue with 
Europe to develop the 
channels of communica¬ 
tions with European insti¬ 
tutions. for the benefit of 
all. 

The belief of our Ha¬ 
shemite leadership, that ■ 
foe specific characteristics 
of our country and people, 
must be maintained in the 
age of globalism and inte¬ 
gration into foe world 
economy, has opened up 
all possibilities for empha¬ 
sizing the major points in 
our outlook, and make 
them comprehensible in 
an increasingly reluctant 
Europe. With the dircc- 
. fives of HM King Husse¬ 
in. and the tireless efforts 
of HRH . Crown .Prince ; 
Hassan, Jordan has taken 
the lead in the initiations 
of dialogue at all levels 
with Europe, covering a 
whole range of issues, and 
presenting Jordan's case 
at every stage. Jordan’s 
moderate outlook to the 
world, must not fall into 
misconceptions, and the 
Hashemite ethos of con¬ 
vergence rather than aim¬ 
less confrontation, stems 
Jordan's strength, as well 
as confidence in surround¬ 
ing potential difficulties. 

Dialogue between us 
and Europe is the most 
effective . foundation 
stone, for a proper future 
relationship that can be 
built on the content of hu¬ 
man considerations, mu¬ 
tual respect, and shared 
value! ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The “returned 
Cheques phenomenon 
is agam being given 
much concern. The 
Finance Ministry is io 
impose tough measures 
on accepting cheques 
made to government 
agencies and depart¬ 
ments. This is because 
the number or hot 
cheques continues to 
rise. Finance Minister 
Suleiman Hale/ called 
on cashiers and money 
collectors in j|] minis"- 
tries not to accept any 
cheques before makinir 
sure that the payee has 
enough money ’in the 
hank. On another level, 
government agencies 
may no longer take out 
loans from hanks, unless 
it has prior permission 
from the Finance Minis¬ 
try. The aim ol‘ such a 
measure is to reduce the 
level of public sector 
indebtedness on the 
hanking system. 

■ The EU delegation 
which concluded a visit 

to Jordan last week, dis¬ 
closed a plan to estab¬ 
lish a Business Service 
Center by early next 
year. The center is a 
joint-Jordanian Euro¬ 
pean venture that pro¬ 
vides businessmen and 
investors with available 
investment opportunities 
in Jordan and the EU. 
Also it promises to give 
assistance lor Jordanian 
manufacturers to solve 
problems facing their 
exports to Europe. The 
EU enters in such a pro¬ 
ject :is a continuation of 
its financial and techni¬ 
cal aid program to the 
Kingdom which comes 
.in line with the EU- 
Jordanian association 
agreement concluded 
last month in Brussels. 

■ The economic commit¬ 
tee of the Ministry of 
Planning . in its last Sat¬ 
urday meeting, outlined 
the development plan for 
the years from 1998 to 
2 <H)2. 

Among sectors involved 
in the plan are those 
linked to direct produc¬ 
tion ureas such as indus¬ 
try. agriculture and tour¬ 
ism. besides social 
services such as health, 
education and the 
infrastructure. 

Referring to figures on 
positive economic 

achievements in the 
Kingdom. Planning Min¬ 
ister Dr Rima Khalaf said 
that exports rose from JD 
40 million in. 1975 to 
reach JD 1040 million in 
1096. National Savings 
also recorded a noticeable 
growth at the same time. 
The Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) to the 
Gross National Product 
iGNP) went up from 77 
percent in 1976 to 94 per¬ 
cent in 1996. 
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Touristic transport companies 
find a way to offset losses 


AMMAN (Star)—It's not only 
die public transport sector that 
is going private. Transport con¬ 
cerns run by private operators 
are also trying to live up to the 
challenge. They are adopting 
ways and means to economi¬ 
cally improve their lot. 

In this respect three compa¬ 
nies have come together to 
streamline their services to be 
able to reap the fruits of an 
ever lighter tourism market in 
Jordan. Despite reasonably 
good figures for 1997. many 
tour operators said they have 
been feeling the pinch since the 
beginning of the year. 

Nowhere has this been more 
felt than in touristic transport. 
However private operators 
have been putting on a brave 
face. 

Three main touristic trans¬ 
p ort c ompanies. JETT. ALFA. 
PETRA adopted a strategy, 
two months ago. to reorganize 
hookings. Officials in these 
companies sat down and drew 
up a strategy that sought to 
unify their booking system. 

"Through this joint coalition, 
we aim to improve our ser¬ 
vices. in terms of quality, tim¬ 
ing and fixed prices." says 
Mohammed A1 Biibeisi, chair¬ 
man of the Petra Co. But such 
a step is aimed at eliminating 


the cut-throat competition that 
is going on in the touristic 
industry. and increasing 
because of the flagging number 
of tourists to the Kingdom. 

The three private companies 
arc worth abour JD 40 million, 
and provide services to the pub¬ 
lic through 272 top vehicles. 

But the number of the vehi¬ 
cles that arc on the road are 
part of the problem. The local 
market only requires between 
120 to 140 vehicles annually. 
Demand reaches a peak during 
the tourism season and during 
(he Haj (pilgrimage) and 
Otnrah seasons. The active sea¬ 
son is from December till 
March. During (his period. 250 
vehicles are required to meet 
the high demand. 

Part of the responsibility lies 
on the touristic transport opera¬ 
tors themselves who already 
have too many buses around. 
However, some officials argue 
that this is not part of the prob¬ 
lem at all. hut is to do with the 
overall infrastructure of tour¬ 
ism in this country. 

Earlier, officials in the three 
operating companies com¬ 
plained about big losses 
because of the small si/c of ihc 
market that can't absorb such a 
large number of vehicles espe¬ 
cially in the absence of co¬ 


ordination. 

Operating losses for the first 
half of this year are estimated 
at JD 1.8 million. 

However the latest measure 
m establish a uni lied bureau l or 
co-ordination, is expected in 
reflect positively on the finan¬ 
cial status of the three compa¬ 
nies. However some tourist ie 
agents are still keeping their 
chin up and argue that these 
companies provide the country 
with hard currency, because 
they organize touristic groups 
arriving at the Kingdom. 

AI Biibeisi is less than san¬ 
guine. He says that if the finan¬ 
cial status of the sector remains 
the same and losses continue, 
then the inlT.iMniciurc of the 
tourism industry will he b:»dPv 
affected. 

Furthermore, such u problem 
will be also reflected on the 
profitability of shareholders. A1 
Biibeisi called on officials to 

give touristic Transport opera¬ 
tors permanent licenses to carry 
passengers in order to guaran¬ 
tee nonstop operation ul" vehi¬ 
cles especially when the touris¬ 
tic season goes in a slumber. 

Alsu. Al Biibeisi points out 
to ihc impact nl the political 
developments that expose the 
touristic transport to 
lluctuatinns. 



The stalemate in the peace 
process has cast its shadow on 

the volume of tourists coming 
to Jordan Irom Israel. 

The average annual reve¬ 
nues til the ihree Iranxport 
companies amount to JD 6 to 
JD 7 million, while their debts 
are a* much as JD 13 million, 
accordin': to their announced 


results in the first half of this 
tear. 

Such figures need much con¬ 
cern from officials to reorga¬ 
nize ihe touristic transport sec¬ 
tor which provides our treasury 
with a high revenues that are of 
crucial importance to the 
national economy. ■ 


On the road to readjustment 


IN ORDER to meet the instructions of the 
Ministry of Trade's Insurance Comptrol¬ 
ler for operating insurance companies, the 
board - of -directors t»f (he Jordan-Gulf 
Insurance Company is studying means of 
readjusting its financial status. According 
to the latest amendments of the Insurance 
' Law, insurance companies must raise up 
their capital to at least JD 2 million. They 
are given a grace period till the end of 
March to either reorganize their status or 
^closedown. 

The final date was to be last October, 
however, the insurance sector was given 
another six .months to readjust their 
finances. 1 - 

Among possible readjustment options is 


the capitalization nr the general reserve, 
offering shares for public nr private sub¬ 
scription or merger with other insurance 
companies. 

However, according to Mr Wahih Al- 
Shaer, chairman of the Jordan-Gulf Insu¬ 
rance Co., and its general manager, “capi¬ 
talization and subscription are the easiest 
and the quickest to readjust companies 
fiscal status.” He said that the merger 
needs more time and takes more complex 
measures. 

However, be added that the final deci¬ 
sion concerning his company was not 
taken yet. Jordan-Gulf Insurance Co., was 
established in 1981 at a capital of JD 1.125 
million. ■ 


Pledges for UNRWA ‘98 

JUST OVER St26 million in pledges for the regular programs 
and other work of ihc United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency fur Palestine Refugees in the Near East lUNRWA) in 
l‘ius were announced at the annual Pledging Conference for 
UNRWA, held I:lk( week in New York. 

The pledges will go towards the $343 million which 
UNRWA requires for its General Fund budget for 1998. the 
cash component of which is about S314 million. UNRWA, 
which is supported almost entirely by voluntary contributions, 
provides education, health, relief and social services for nearly 
3.5 million registered Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon. 
Syria. West bank and Gaza. 

The largest pledges were from the United States. ( $70 mil¬ 
lion). Sweden, (ahoui $19 million), and Norway. t$14.2 mil¬ 
lion). This is followed by the Netherlands and Switzerland 
iabout $5.5 million). Germany (about $5 million!. 

Spain i $3.35 million, of which S700.000 was specified as an 
additional contribution to UNRWA for 1997. and the rest as a 
pledge for 1998) Kuwait ($1.5 million!. Belgium iabout 
.ShSy.OiKn. Other countries pledging on were Austria. Turkey. 
Luxembourg. China. Indonesia. Portugal. Malaysia. Czech 
Republic. Tunisia. Cyprus. Egypt. India. Chile and Malta. Sev¬ 
eral of the Agency's usual major ndonors said they were unable 
to make pledges at this time due io incomplete governmental or 
parliamentary procedures in their countries, these included 
Canada. Denmark. France. Japan and the Untied Kingdom. ■ 


SBC and UBS merger would 
create world’s second largest bank 


By Jane Martinson 

SWISS BANK Corporation 
and Union Bank of Switzer¬ 
land are expected to 
announce a full merger in a 
deal which will create the 


world's second largest bank. 

The new company, likely to 
be called United Bank of Sw it- 
zerland. is set to become the 
world's largest fond manager 
and private banking operation 
with assets under management 


ofSFrl.3lXJ billion. 

The new group will be val¬ 
ued at SFrK5 billion. 

Considerable overlap in the 
domestic Swiss hanking opera¬ 
tions and European investment 
banking businesses of the two 
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• groups arc expected to lead to 
significant job cuts. These are 
estimated at between S.iKM and 
7.tKH) in rhe combined invest¬ 
ment banking divisions which 
employ between IK.LtOO to 
2o.(UKt pcnple worldwide. Lon¬ 
don is expected id he hil hard¬ 
est by job cuts. 

The job cuts in the Swiss 
retail hanking arm estimated at 
between 4.IMHI and 5.1100 are 
likely in be phased in ti> satisfy 
domestic sensitivities. The 
c»unbilled group will employ 
some 55.1 HUl people worldwide 
before the job cuts. 

UBS is ihe biggcsi Swiss 
hank in lenns of domestic retail 
banking with 2.0 million cus¬ 
tomers. compared with Credit 
Suisse's 2.4 million and Swiss 
Bank Corporation's 2.2 
million 

The big hanks already luce 
strong competition from ihe 24 
L.inloii.il banks and new legisla¬ 
tion means that the Swiss 
po-lal savings h.mk is going 10 
become a powerful competitor. 

Nevertheless. UBS has never 
hid its deter mi mil inn to remain 
a strong player in (he domestic 
Swiss market. Sw iss Bank Cor¬ 
poral ion. hv contrast, has 
always been regarded ns the 
least LummiiieU of the hig three 
to Swiss retail banking and has 
the least to lose by throwing in 
ils lot in ihisuica with UBS. 

The n|her area where UBS is 
live Swiss market leader and 
lowers over Swiss Bank Corpo¬ 
ration is in private bunking. 

The only area where UBS 
really lags behind SBC is in 
merchant hanking where SBC 
Warburg earned SFr691 mil¬ 
ium m tite firsi half compared 
with the SFr574m earned by 
UBS in ils institutional and cor¬ 
porate finance business. 

The deal lollows a spate nf 
mergers among financial ser¬ 
vice providers. Travelers Group 
launched a $9 billion takeover 
o| Salomon Brothers, the US 
invest men) bank, earlier this 
year while Merrill Lynch 
olfered £3.1 billion for Mor¬ 
al n, Asset Management, the 
UK IuihI management group, 
last month 

One company insider said 
that UBS had decided to 
restructure its investment bank¬ 
ing division alter the $36 bil¬ 
lion merger between Credit 
Suisse and Winterthur in 
August 

Several key appointments 
arc understood to favour SBC 
hoard directors. Mured Ospel. 
.SBC's chief executive, is 


expected to become chief exec¬ 
utive of the combined group 
while Mathis Cab/a/faveua. (he 
UBS president, is to be 
appointed group chairman. 

Johannes de Gier. the head 
of SBC's investment hanking 
division, is to Like control of 
the group's combined invest¬ 
ment banking operations. 

Gary Brinson, who joined 
SBC when the group look over 
his Chicago-based asset man¬ 
agement company two years 
ago. is to take charge of the 
asset management operations, 
which include PDFM. one of 
the UK's largest pension fund 
managers. 

Rudi Bogni. the head of SBC 
private banking, is to head the 
combined groups* private bank¬ 
ing operations. 

It is unclear what positions 
Georges Blum. SBC chairman, 
and Robert Studcr. UBS chair¬ 
man. will take. 

The extent of the overlap, 
particularly in equities and cor¬ 
porate finance, has prompted 
speculation that pan of UBS's 
business will be sold. 

The two groups currently 
compete head io head in a wide 
ranee of areas, but particularly 
corporate advisory, secondary 
equities and fixed income. One 
rival investment banker said: 
"These are very, very similar 
investment banks jn’d regard 
themselves as great 
competitors." 

Potential buyers could 
include Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell, which recently failed 
to win the whole of NatWesi 
Markets. 

Other European commercial 
banks, such us Barclays and 
National Westminster, have 
recently decided to withdraw 
from investment banking 
altogether. 

The deal, which has in he put 
to shareholders in February' or 
March, will form a new com¬ 
pany through a straight share 
swap with UBS shareholders 
offered about 60 percent of the 
new company. 

Any deal between the two 
would have to win clearance 
from the Swiss and European 
competition authorities. 

Some investment bankers 
said that the combined group 
still lacked a significant pres¬ 
ence in the US. SBC bought 
Dillon Read, a US investment 
bank, earlier this year while 
UBS has focused on individual 
teams in the US. ■ 
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Perking up! 

THE PERFORMANCE of the Amman Financial Marl.a 
(AFMi. since the beginning of the year, has taken a posi¬ 
tive trend compared with former years. 

During the first quarter of '*>7 and for the first nmo 
since 1993. the market's official index has recorded us 
ever highest level (n close at 1 74 points. Jed by a huge 
rise in the price of the share ___ 


I 
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of the Arab Bank. 

Since then, however, the 
indicator continued to fluc¬ 
tuate. but it seems to be sta¬ 
bilizing at 172 points as the 
end of the year approaches. 

This is an indication of a 
better and promising perfor¬ 
mance compared with the 
year-end closing at 153.5 
points, and 159.2 points in 
1996 and 1995 respectively. 

Analysts attribute such a 
great hype to both internal and external fnctoiv 

They say that this year's sharp hike compared with the 
market's turnover in 1993 and hereafter, is a result of the 
latest measures approved hv the government to remove 
restrictions on foreign ownership in economic sectors in 
the Kingdom. 

Foreign investor, are now allowed to own as much ,r» 
100 percent in various economic sectors iexcluding trade, 
contracting and mining). This is of course hacked hv the 
willingness of many Arab investors, mainly from the 
Gulf to buy shares of Jordanian financial institutions in 
general and in the Arab Bank in particular. 

The banking sector has witnessed active trading al the 
AFM driven by its preparations to increase the paid up 
capital to JD 20 million before the year end. Some banks 
have already started measures to offer capitalization sub¬ 
scription in their shares to meet the instructions of the 
Central Bank of Jordan. 

Also 1997 saw other substantial developments to read¬ 
just share dealings on the local market. The Lower Hou.se 
has approved a package of economic laws that greatly 
helped in activating share trading. These include the com¬ 
panies and securities laws. 

Lately, a securities committee has been Jormed to sep¬ 
arate the supervisory role of the market from the execu¬ 
tive role. In addition, such a committee is in charge of 
introducing measures to guarantee greater security lot 
investors and protect them from fraudulent actions. 

This measure promises for a prosperous phase for siocl 
dealers and mark a turning point in the historv of the 
AFM. Also it ends, it is hoped, a four-year mood of eco¬ 
nomic sluggishness and restores investors’ confidence in 
the market. 

Added are the signs of an admirable economic achieve¬ 
ments in the government's economic adjustment 
program. 

Such a strategy as seen hy observers, has enabled ihc 
Kingdom to adopt successful monetary and fiscal policies 
aimed at sustaining internal and external stability 

As for external factors that contributed, to i certain 
extent to the activation of share tradings, was the imple¬ 
mentation of the oil-for-food program concluded last year 
between Iraq and the United Nations. The benefit ih.it 
accrued to Jordan form the formula was mainly reaped hy 
Jordanian industrial companies that are given priority to 
export their products to Iraq. Shares of companies that 
won contracts to export foodstuffs, detergents, vegetable 
oils and pharmaceuticals have 'recorded a noticeable 
increase at the AFM. 

Moreover, the Jordanian bourse has launched a new ci.. 
last September to integrate into the worldwide capital 
market through commercial bonds issued in dollar in 
favor of the Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. The company 
has made the ever biggcsi promotion campign made hv a 
local company to enlist more than 362 million o! its 
shares. The share of the Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. is 
expected to reach more than .$9 50 (about JD 6.75(1- JD7t 

Financial analyst. Ziyad AI Bash.i expects the local 
market's turnover to double in the near future encouraged 
by ihe listing of the Jordan Tclcommunicuiion Co., and 
the National Electricity Co. This- is in addition in the pos¬ 
itive impact of privatizing some sectors such as mining, 
water, communications and transport. E 
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King visits Dar 
Al Bir 

• His Majesty King Hussein 
honoring officials, nannies and 
employees who participated in 
the conversion of Hashemieh Pal¬ 
ace into Dar Al Bir that now 
houses the orphans of Jordan In 
a special ceremony. King Husse¬ 
in said that he was grateful to all 
those who helped to make the 
project successful. The King add¬ 
ed that there is still a great deal 
that needs to be done and was 
fully aware of the work that has 
been curried out hy Royal Medi¬ 
cal Services, the Jordanian 
Armed Forces, and the workers at 
Dar Al Bir. 


First composer of Arab 
symphonic music gaining 
international recognition 



By Anca de Maio 

Special to The Star 

W ith a thorough classical background 
acquired from the prestigious Mu¬ 
sic Academy of Moscow. Agnes 
Bashir came to the Arab world al¬ 
most 30 years ago. From the outset, she dazzled 
the orchestral, operatic and ballet scenes in 
Baghdad. Her ambition today is to prove, both 
in Jordan and abroad, that Arab music is not 
mere folklore. 

By ma/Tving an Iraqi musi¬ 
cian. Fikri Bashir in 1967. 
she rediscovered her ‘Eastern' 

(i.e. Georgian) origin in the 
Orient. Given her irresistible 
intellectual curiosity for the 
history' and civilization of this 
pan of the world, she came to 
“feel Eastern culture" and. lat¬ 
er on. in the 1980s. she started 
to create the type of music she 
fundamentally recognizes to¬ 
day as hers. “It was complete¬ 
ly’different than the music 1 
*Aad written." she told The 
Star, in a very slight Russian 
accent. 

Inspired and produced in 
the Arab world. Agnes's mu¬ 
sic is a cultivated expression 
of Arab culture. It is she 
who. for the first time ever, 
explored and turned to good 
use the symphonic potentials 
of traditional Arab instru¬ 
ments. themes and rhythms. 

“In spile of several difficul¬ 
ties. I simply felt I had to 
follow mv own way and to 
approach Arabic music at 
different level." she said, 
sliding a cassette into her 
player. 

The music sounded beautiful, classical and 
Oriental, at the same time, elaborated and melo¬ 
dious, completely new and still familiar. "This is 
my Arabic Suite and it was recorded in Germa¬ 
ny." she explained, adding that it was composed 
in 1986 in Iraq. Depicting a scenery of the Arab 
World in a refined symphonic language, the mu¬ 
sical incursion proposed by Agnes Bashir starts 
with a delicate moment evocative of a sunrise in 
the dessert It proceeds with an exuberant part of 
orchestrated themes from Syrian. Iraqi and 
Kurdish folfcloric that is inspired by the back¬ 
ground of the muezzin calls and church bells, as 
it were. After a wonderful ‘ moonlight lullaby 
it eventually ends in the rhythmic apotheosis of a 
“feast". 

In Bashir's music there is no such thing as an 



artificial experiment. Addressing the large public 
and not specialized, she characterizes her com¬ 
positions as "Romantic”. "My approach of Ara¬ 
bic folklore is cautious in the sense that I want 
my music to be dear and to be really understood 
by everybody." she underlined. As the language 
of emotions is the easiest to decode. Agnes Ba¬ 
shir's lyrics undoubtfully appeals to the Arab 
public's sensitivity at large. 

The opera-like song cycle inspired by Jabra 
rbrahim Jabras* poems and composed in Jor¬ 
dan in 1994 is one of the best examples of Ba¬ 
shir's success to the public. Re¬ 
viving the 19th century 
European style of intimate mu- 
^ sic. her “romances” are sung in 

Arabic. "In order to avoid de¬ 
storting the pronunciation and ac¬ 
cent of Arabic words. 1 employed 
a very free rhythm to match that 
of the blank verse." she ex¬ 
plained. Performed by Tania Ta¬ 
man Nasir in 1995 at the Jcrash 
Festival and this year in Paris, the 
cycle will be soon presented in 
Lebanon. Syria and Egypt. 

Obviously more difficult to per¬ 
form than piano and voice pieces. 
_ - is Agnes Bashir's symphonic 

r [ works, such as “Sindbad" ballet 
' .11982. a story from "IU0I 
Nights"). "Arabic Suite" (1986). 
"Ishtar" ballet (on a Summcrian 
myth). "In Jordan" < 1992. inspired 
by Jordanian folklore). "Revival" 
(1994). and many others which 
□re. unfortunately, much less fa¬ 
miliar to the Arab public, (t is a 
pity that such a unique expression 
of the Arab music has remained 
unknown both to the Arab world 
and to the West for such a long 
lime. Each of the above-menlioned 
compositions has been performed 
just‘once i either in the '80s in Iraq 
or in the ‘90s at the Jerash Festivals). 

"Sometimes it is difficult to bring together all 
the instruments needed for the interpretation of a 
symphonic piece, not to mention the special re¬ 
quirements of an opera or a ballet." she said. 
"Staging ‘Sindbad Ballet' at the National Thea¬ 
tre of Baghdad in 19S2 was an incredible experi¬ 
ence bui also the result of a one-year work." she 
added with a smile. A co-founder of the Music 
and Ballet School of Baghdad 1 1968-19701. 
Agnes was one of the most dynamic organizers 
of special concerts and events in Iraq. 

A piano and composition teacher at the Na¬ 
tional Music Conservatory since 1992. Agnes 
Bashir loves to initiate and encourage the young 
in the mysteries of music. Very proud of her stu¬ 
dents. she believes in the incredible talent of 


Arab arts crusade on the move 


By Kofi Attah 

Special to The Star 

Y ear alter year, contemporary 
Aruh artists, in diverse ways, 
strive to help today's visual 
expression lake its" deserved 
place in the art world. Their works 
loaded with new concepts are aimed at 
satisfying not only the Arab public but 
the world at large. These concepts 
refocus on the creation of awareness in 
the Arab world, developing effective 
cultural and creative dialogue among 
the its people and find new ways to 
penetrate the international arts scene. 

• With Nasr Abdul Aziz's exhibition 
currently going on at Darat Al Funun. 
the contemporary Arab arts scene seem 
to realizing these objectives. Living 
most of the time in Bahrain. Nasr 
Abdul Aziz is hack in Jordan for a 


short stay to open the exhibition of his 
recent works in the main house of the 
elegant, and elevated ceiling gallery of 
Darat AI Funun. 

Allegorical and highly symbolic, the 
21-piece exhibition of paintings of oil 
on canvas and acrylic are full of emo¬ 
tional messages recalling the prestig¬ 
ious past of the Arabs, while at the 
same time dreaming of a new Arab 
might. His “Authentic Arabic Dagger" 
an acrylic and oil on canvas painting 
selling at JD 9,000 symbolizes the glo¬ 
rious past of the Arabs—the dagger 
represents the mighty Arab-Islamic 
empire from Saudia Arabia to Turkey 
and Jordan to Spain through Egypt. 

’The Birth of an Arabic Pony" an 
oil on canvas that costs JD 6.00*} 
announces the rejuvenation of a new 
Arab empire. Another painting 
"Dreams", an acrylic and oil on canvas 



is about the subconscious fantasies of 
the artist defiantly moving on. in con¬ 
frontation with his past. 

Peace and harmony is presented by 
the "Olive Branch", another oil on can¬ 
vas that goes for JD 7.200. The 
approach of his art is evident to the 
fact that he speaks little with his brush 
and pays more attention to his public. 
"The face of a woman from Salt" an 
acrylic and oil on canvas counting JD 
900 is an appreciation of his mother¬ 
land especially the Jordanian women¬ 
folk who are mothers of the present 
generation and that of the future. 

"Nasri Abdul Aziz is a great and tal¬ 
ented Jordanian artist, whose art goes 
far and wide." says Mr Adnan Al Sha- 
ref. the assistant director at Darat Al 
Funun. This exhibition is mature and a 
consistent display hy an Arab artist, 
who despite his relative success, has 
not forgotten that as 
Picasso once said 
"the greatest victo¬ 
ries ” are rarely 
achieved at the well 
established center of 
your talent, but more 
often by exploring 
the border areas." 

Using ink. pencil, 
acrylic paint oil and 
canvas Abdul Aziz 
has irresistibly 

induced the visitor 
with one or his mes¬ 
sage bearing paint¬ 
ings. ‘"The Heritage." 
the most expensive of 
all the 21 piecesofhis 
works, that costs JD 
11.000. This is a con¬ 
stant reminder that no 
one can leap forward 
without looking back 
to his rich heritage. 

Abdul Aziz’s exhi¬ 
bition has established 
him as a distinguished 
artist that the Arab 
Arts world needs for 
its crusade. The exhi¬ 
bition continues till 
31 December.* 



worukrchikl Karim Said 
(aged as well as in the 
extremely high pnjenli.il> 
of Wasten Sclfiti Mb*. 

Dima Buwnh i!5». Zeid 
Dirani (lb), and m:m> 
others. .As a concert pia¬ 
nist since l l *67. she per¬ 
formed some of her com¬ 
positions within the 
framework of (he Jerash 
Festival. 

"I am a music teacher, 
hui (his is not .ill I Jo", 
she underlined. Firsl and 
foremost. Agnes Bashir i* 
a composer. Years ago 
she was awarded the First 
Prize for Composition hv 
the Ministry of Culture 
and Information in Bagh¬ 
dad. Recently .she has 
entered the international 
scene of composers. a> a 
representative of Jordan 
and the Middle East. 

On the basis of the 
composition, work finally 
revealed within the 
framework of several spe¬ 
cialized international con¬ 
ferences and festivals. 

She has become a mem¬ 
ber of the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Composer, of 
the United States of 
America tNACUSAt. a 
member of (ho Interna¬ 
tional Alliance of Wnn/n 
in Music iIAWM) alter of 
the Lchanesc Composers' 

Society, as well as an 
honorary member of the 
Fuiggi International Festival in Italy. 

"Invited to an international conference on 
Women in Music in Los Angeles shi> year. 1 real¬ 
ized thai (he Middle East w.i- simply non¬ 
existent on ihe musical map o: the world." she 
said. In a speech delivered on the occasion :»l the 
"Donna in Nlusica" International Fcsiix.ii. she 
depicted the role of women in de'eloping musi¬ 
cal culture in the Middle East. Irom ancient .rnd 
medieval times to (he present Jay. in Jordan. 
Lebanon. Syria and Palestine. The international 
audience welcomed with standing ovations her 
original presentation as well as her piano Fanta¬ 
sia as the musical background of :i film dedicated 
to an Iraqi sculptor revealing the horrors of war. 

From now on. many of her works ("Miniatures 
for strings". "Three preludes for flute and 
piano", "Pieces from the Sindbad ballet” and 
“Reflections for cello solo") will be interpreted 


in Italy. Danmark. Germany and South Korea by 
famous French. Russian. American. Danish and 
German musicians. Among her composition pro¬ 
ject*:. she mentioned an opera for children and 
several pieces for a limited number of instru¬ 
ments. She will also prepare many of her manu¬ 
scripts for publication. “1 will just work on." she 
com. luded. 

In collaboration with the National Music Con¬ 
servatory an exclusively Agnes Bashir concert 
will by organized in March. 

Emanated from her deep appreciation of Arab 
culture. Agnes Bashir's work seems to corre¬ 
spond to a new development stage of Arab 
music. Thanks to her name, the cultivated facet 
of the musical culture in Jordan and the Middle 
East has entered the international stage and is 
now gaining recognition. ■ 


Inter-Fit Health Spa 
provides you with a 
glimpse of the future 



From left chef Elias Abu Al Hawa, Mr Chawfd Ayoub (G.M.) 
Mr Akel Biltagi , Ms. Rhonda Al Jamal (Recreation Manager) 

AMMAN (Star)—Under the puironuge of the Minister of Tourism, Mr 
Akel Biltagi. Hotel InterContinental Jordan held Lhe grand opening of its 
Inter-Fit Health Spa. Guests were shown the latest ways of keeping fit in 
Jordan. Local and international guests of Hotel Inter.Continental Jordan 
have been avidly awaiting die arrival of this exclusive Health Spa tor 
members and hotel guests. 

Guests of the Inter-Fit Health Spa can enjoy this unique fitness experi¬ 
ence. ft offers the latest state-of-the-art equipment, the finest in beauty 
treatments from facials to underwater treatment for members and none 
members (hy appointment). The Inter-Fit Grape Vine Bar serves a wide 
range of tempt¬ 
ing dishes with¬ 
out the guilt 

A cocktail 
reception was 
attended hy 
hotel guests anil 
members of the 
diplomatic 
corps in Jordan. 

The opening is 
just a small 
glance of the 
many services 
to come at the 
Hotel 

Inier.Conimcnl 
al Jordan. ■ 


BB&aaiftta aai tali 

Boomer and Doug's relationship was never fully 
accepted by the other bears, who regarded all grub* 
in a much more traditional way. 
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Exhibitions 

■ Art Exhibition by the Jor¬ 
danian Artist Amman 
Khmmash continues at the 
French Cultural Center till 
12 December. 

■ Plastic art exhibition by 
Iraqi Hamourabi Art Gallery 
continues till 18 December. 

■ Art Exhibition titled 
(Journeys Within) by the 
Pakistani pioneer artist 
Gulgee and his son the sculp¬ 
tor Amin Gulgee, opens at 
Jordan National Gallery for 
Fine Art continues til! 15 
December. 

■ An Exhibition of prints by 
Algerian Artist Koraishi, 
and calligraphy by Iraqi art¬ 
ist Massoudi, inspired by the 
poems of Mahmoud Dar¬ 
kish. at the Darat Af Funun 


continues till 31 December!“A]; 

• 

Films 

■ A House Without : ' a - 

Christmas Tree, starring - 
Jason Robands, MildredNatf; 
wick, and Lisa Lucas, ■,is c 
showing at the American. 
Center on 11 December at £. 
pm. •• 

■ Element of Doubt, at tbc.'j 
British Council . on 16-- 
December at 6 pm. .. ^ 

■ Just William, at the Britt ; 
ish Council on i7 December, , 
at 6 pm. 

■ Le secret des Silinites ; ati 
the French Culture Center dir _ 

15 December at 8:30 pm. 

■ Afar Ernst, at Dart AlJ 
Funun on 11 December 

pm. 
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it used to bejust a subject. Now ecoviomicsisthewfliole curricuhim 


On the eve of the millennium- 


education narrows its focus 


Reading, writing and arithmetic have been the bedrocks of 
education—especially public education—for the better part of two 
centuries. Rut can a curriculum based on this triad prepare a person 
for life in the 21st century? The people on the receiving end do not 
think so; students axe gravitating towards subjects they think will 
look good on their resume. If this trend continues, the three Rs will 
give way to a variety of interesting—and frightening—alternatives 


By Mauricw Ohregpn 

N THE I9TH CENTURY people 
thought that, with a little luck, edu¬ 
cation in the three Rs (which, in case 
you have forgotten, means Reading, 
’Kiting, and ’Rithmetic) could keep 
them out of the poor house. 
Today’s universities, however, pay 
Iitde attention to the 
three Rs—higher educa¬ 
tion is mostly about 
HML (How to Make a 
Living). Ironically, by foi¬ 


st em from both. In other words, per¬ 
sonal contact—first with an encouraging 
family, and later with a teacher who can 
evoke the traditions, symbols, and cere¬ 
monies which help to make “progress* 
comprehensible on a human scale. 
Moreover, in the 
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lowing this path the universities maybe 
putting themselves in the poor bouse. 

We already know that most HML- 
type skills can be taught through the 
Internet. The basic knowledge and 
concepts—the “hard” part—have al¬ 
ways been studied in books (a televi¬ 
sion screen is just a “one-page-at-a- 
time” book), and the teacher’s part, 
which is to elicit and answer questions, 
can be done on interactive TV. Conse¬ 
quently, HML candidates in the 21st 
century will not require universities as 
we know them. 

While this may be fine on an indi¬ 
vidual level, it is expensive for society. 
Most of today’s problems are not due 
to a lack of well-trained professionals; 
they are due to people making wrong 
choices at important crossroads. In the 
next centurv there will be plenty of In¬ 
ternet graduates in HML. But there is 
also going to be a growing shortage of 
people whose specialty is to ask and an¬ 
swer questions concerning Right and 
(W)rong (two Rs instead of three). 

This is not to underestimate the im¬ 
portance of the HMLs which are fesh- 
ionable today (Business Administrate)a. 
Systems Engineering, Communications, 

etc.)- But the feet is that m this century 
the pendulum has swung too fer in the 
direction of science and technology, and 

an effort will have to be made 

back towards the humanities, which are 

concerned with the purpose of Imng. 

Unlike HML, the two Rs cannot be 
learned through the Internet or inter¬ 
active TV. The art of weighing values 

genes, devilop through a combma- 
don of example and excite 
rnent, or 


21st century high¬ 
er education will 
not be limited to 
young people. 

More and more 
old people will be 
seeking further ed¬ 
ucation, especially 
those enjoying re¬ 
tirement. This 
growing pool of 

“mature students” will have more spare 
time and money than most of their 
• younger peers—just what universities 
need- 

Consequemly, if universities are to 
survive the next century, they will have 
to concentrate on producing and bring¬ 


ing together teachers capable oreinfect¬ 
ing* their students, young and old, with 
a culture based on three central subjects: 

►Philosophy, which will deal, as it al¬ 
ways has, with the history of mankind’s 
efforts to answer basic questions of 
—■ knowledge, meta- 
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not ihe to a lack of well trained 


physics and 
ethics. In other 
words with the 
history of our two 
Rs. 

► Language. 
This will deal 

with communica¬ 
tion, which in the 
21st century will 
have to be dra¬ 
matically brief; if you don’t believe it, 
just watch a group of young “comput¬ 
er types” talking while they work. And 
it will be necessary to communicate 
with computers as easily as if they were 
men and women. 

► Esthetics. This will deal with 


morals, a word derived from the Latin 
word mores, meaning accepted cus¬ 
toms. In this case, esthetics will involve 
the practice, not the theory, of the two 
Rs. This used to be the specialty of Re¬ 
ligion, but it looks as if in the 21st cen¬ 
tury the ZO commandments may not 
suffice. To compensate, society will 
have to rely on a strong sense of what 
is true and beautiful to attract people 
to what is good, and on a revulsion 
from what is ugly and false to get them 
to reject what is bad—by no means an 
easy task. 

This is not to say that Religion is 
dead; in feet it is more alive than ever, 
but not in the sense of the 10 com¬ 
mandments. It is alive in the sense of 
the Latin word retigrre, which in this 
case means to tie together what we 
know through our senses. In other 
words transcendence, without which 
life lacks an important dimension. 
Young people already know it; that is 
why they are interested in oriental re¬ 
ligions, or even in hopeless experi¬ 
ments with drugs. 

This alphabet soup, if it makes 
sense,adds up to one dung: in the 21st 
century science and technology will be 
taught by other means, and universities 
will have to concentrate on an art which 
both young and old will require, and 
which can only be taught and learned 
person to person: wisdom.® 


Mauricio Obregon is Colombian 
Ambassador at large in the 
Caribbean and a columnist for 
El Tiempo, a B ogata-based daily 
NEWSPAPER. 


Why pay to give somebody else’s child an advantage? 

Learning what to ignore is the key to the next century 



A detour on the way to employment: “howto" 
books may dominate 2lst century curriculums 


By Edward Miller 

MEHiCAN education will look very 
different in the next century because 
, of two simultaneous trends that are 
[already affe ctin g schools. 

|The first is the near uni¬ 
belief education is 
necessary for persona) prosper¬ 
ity. The second important trend 
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able. Those who go to the “better” 
schools get the higher paying jobs re¬ 
gardless of their actual ability to do any¬ 
thing useful 

Those students relying on the 
publicscbools to get diem to this ex¬ 
alted academic level are on crum¬ 
bling ground. Historically, public 
schools in America were justified as 


is the erosion ofpolitical support fora free 
public education system. 

Proponents of the education-equals- 
income theory point to the large and 
growing gap in income between the high¬ 
ly educated and those with a high school 
diploma or less. Whether education real¬ 
ly makes people more productive at work 
is betide the point. .411 that matters is that 
people believe, as they maceasingjy do, 
that schooling makes them more 
employ- 


necessary for democracy: without edu¬ 
cation, Jefferson and the other founders 
of the nation argued, people could not be 
trusted to act as responsible citizens. But 
with economic advantage now replacing 
democratic ideals as the reason for edu¬ 
cation, public schooling makes little 
sense. 

In a market economy there 
must be 



competition, meaning winners and 
losers. There is no incentive to provide 
even’ child with a good education. Par¬ 
ents naturally want their own children to 
be the winners. Why should they pay for 
other children’s education? As the will¬ 
ingness of the public to put money into 
public schools evaporates, the inevitable 
result is that education will, in not too 
many years, become a subsidiary of the 
business world, controlled and managed 
by multinational corporations. 

The beginnings of this cliange are al¬ 
ready evident in the growth of for-profit 
charter schools, companies specializing 
in preparing students for standardized 
tests and corporate sponsorsliip of vari¬ 
ous aspects of public school opera¬ 
tions from curricular materials to ath- 


These captains of global industry will 
soon decide that the old curriculum, 
founded on the concept of the “three Rs” 
(reading, (w)riting and (a)rithmetic), 
clearly has little relation to the emerging 
needs of 21 st-century business. Reading 
and writing take too much time, and 
arithmetic is much better done by ma¬ 
chines. They will in time be replaced by 
the “three Ms”: Multi-Tasking, Material- 
istics, and Mind 




around them doing these same things in 
tiny cubicles. 

The explosive development—and 
commercial use—of virtual reality and 
computer-mediated experience wifi ne¬ 
cessitate a whole new kind of learning, 
which will be lumped under the name 
Materialistic^. Simply put, people will 
have to be taught to distinguish between 
objects and actions in the material 
world, which operate under the old 
rules and limitations of physics and bi¬ 
ology, and those in the virtual world, 
which resemble real-world objects and 
actions but are limited only by the 
imagination of their human creators. 
HMCMh'. -v-vv# Since most 


letic teams to the lunchroom. 

American businesspeople have 
long thought that the)- would be 
much better at running the educa¬ 
tion system than the fuzzy-headed 
academics and social welfare 
types who are stilL, for the most 
\ part, in charge. In die 21st cen- 
\ tury, they’re finally going to get 
^ their chance. 


still in charge 


Materialism »#*■*• Test 


Subject: — 




Part On e :^P kchoi “ 

QJ. Identify this 

object: 




Al. 

rn a) Virtual dinosaur 
Q b) Hollywood profit center 

□ c) Collection agency 

□ d) none of the above 


Management. 

What these 
emerging tech¬ 
nology-driven 
corporations need, 
first of all, is work¬ 
ers who are able 
to do many things 
at once. Produc¬ 
tivity suffers when 
employees are un¬ 
done by informa¬ 
tion overload or 
the demands of 
multimedia, hy¬ 
pertext, the interactive office and the to¬ 
tally connected economy. Thus, Multi- 
Tasking will become an essential skill 
that roust be learned from early child¬ 
hood. 

Young children, after all, display an 
unfortunate tendency to concentrate 
all their attention on just one object or 
task at a time. The development of 
television demonstrated that children 
could be trained to take in—and even 
to prefer—visual and auditory stimuli 
delivered at a much more rapid pace 
than was previously thought possible. 
In the primary schools of the 21st cen¬ 
tury children will watch 10 screens si¬ 
multaneously while carrying on three 
synchronous telephone conversa¬ 
tions; passing grades will be awarded 
to those who do this without being 
distracted bv the other children all 


be mDch better at running the 


as¬ 
pects of daily life 
will be lived virtu¬ 
ally, schools will 
take students on 
carefully con¬ 
trolled field trips 
into the real 
world. 

The growth of 
Multi-Tasking in 
the workplace of 
the future wifi pre¬ 
sent another kind 
of problem. The 
unmanageable vol- 
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ume of data will produce a phenomenon 
known as “mindblow,” in which the 
worker’s personality gradually disinte¬ 
grates as he begins to spend all his or her 
time in the virtual world. 

The solution will be called Mind 
Management, in which children learn to 
monitor incoming sensory impressions 
and to filter out all those that are not im¬ 
mediately useful, in a task-oriented, val¬ 
ue-added sense. 

Mind Management will also ofier 21st 

educators another benefit—it wifi be 
enormously effective in training children 
not to ask annoying or troubling ques¬ 
tions about school.® 
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Edward Miller, former editor of 
the Harvard Education Letter , is an 

EDUCATION ANALYST AND CONSULTANT IN 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
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When It comes to education, the client is frequently wrong 

Egypt and the US arm students against critical thought 


By Monica Maatouk 

I was educated in Arab and French 
schools, and for me, the promise of 
an American education meant many 
things—it meant escaping a R£p{ 
pedagogy in the Arab sy stem, "fRoi 
that valued rote memoriza- fllfll 
tion above all else (textbooks iinll Hl 
with titles like 'The Student’s 
Weapon offered model essays that we 
learned by heart for our exams). 

It also meant the privilege of not 
having to determine the course of 
your career at the age of 16. as roost 
French students do. It meant, quite 
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As I sit here musing on education 
with the new millennium only two (or 
three?) years away, it seems to me that 
die system I escaped to is carrying me 
77 V6’ back to the system I escaped 

— From. If American education 
f once stood for die kind of dis- 

I interested pursuit of scholar- 

ship that much of the world 
envied, then, at the end of the 20th 
century, it would seem to have fallen 
in step with everyone else. 

So what does the 21st century 
hold, given that most educators seem 
to be marching in lock-step? The 



Student centered learning: the right curriculum for the office of the future? 


simply, an education that promised a 
general training in various disciplines 
;that honed the mind, that encouraged 
independent, critical thinking, cu¬ 
riosity and wonder at die richness of 
intellectual activity. 


prognosis appears to be bleak. There 
seems to be little hope that the liber¬ 
al arts will ever regain the status and 
prestige they previously had. In die 
“land of opportunity." 7 for instance, 
higher education has become die 
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privilege ofa tiny minority—as it is in 
Egypt—and this elite will continue to 
dwindle in size. 

All over die w'orld, prevocadonal 
programs are growing at a prodigious 
rate—in the US, liberal arts schools 
account for less dian 5 percent of the 
student population. The increased 
competitiveness of the job market and 
the tightening of die economy has put 
into question any intellectual pursuit 
that does not 

"r‘X d t c £ Alongside then 

student iJafas- Wt aggTeSSWe 

sinner, eager to success Is a gri 
ketable skills. All therapeutic eul 

too frequeiillv. » 

then, what gets OR OVBiyORO S f 

sells. Students good’about the 

see themselves 

not as open-minded seekers of knowl¬ 
edge, but as marketable commodities, 
walking resumes. They have become 
their own best product. 

While the US is giving up the com¬ 
mitment to liberal arts that made it a 
role model for the rest of the world, it 
is cultivating another trend which, if 
adopted, could further weaken the 
educational experience of the 21st 
century global citizen. Alongside— 
and in some ways running against— 
the tough-minded and aggressive ide¬ 
ology of success is a growing 
therapeutic culture that insists on 
everyone's right to ’'feel good’ - about 
themselves. 

In this climate, emphasis on intel¬ 
lectual rigor is seen as a dangerous 
force that silences the “natural” voice 


success is a growing 
therapeutic culture that insists 
on everyone’s right to‘feel 
good’about themselves 


and intelligence of the student. Here, 
the goal is building self-esteem rather 
than intellectual independence. Any¬ 
thing that challenges or unsettles the 
student's views is a threat to the stu¬ 
dent’s individuality. The result? “Stu¬ 
dent-centered learning,^ where teach¬ 
ers abdicate their responsibility as 
intellectual role-models and thinkers. 

On their end, students stagnate 
and lose all ability to think self-criti- 
_. . ... , r ... mV v ; cally, to evaluate 

■ ■ j j the quality of 

[Igil-mioaed their own work 

, | * and ideas. To 

leOEigy QT make things even 

■ worse, educators 

Ylllg worldwide are 

. . . . faced with an 

lire till IRSIStS omnipotent me- 

j.. l dia culture that 

[lit to 1661 negates those 

. skills we consid- 

nselves er the essentials 

of education— 
careful, concentrated thought and 
thorough, nuanced, complex rea¬ 
soning. 

Yet another doomsday £m-de-si&- 
cle narrative? Another disgruntled 
academic with a Cassandra-complex? 
Maybe so. One might say that such 
discontent is the sign of a healthy 
questioning of the status quo, but 
there is agreement accross the spec¬ 
trum: conservatives and liberals agree 
that we’re in bad shape and there is 
little to cheer about. 

Until we can think more rigorous¬ 
ly about education’s relationship to 
the market, however, there is little 
chance that we will have an educated 
populace. We will need to think a lot 
harder about the implications of rais¬ 
ing children and young adults in a 
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media-driven culture. We need to 
confront much more honestly , the 
dangers and limitations of the con- 
sum erist model of education. 

Perhaps our greatest discovery in 
the coming millennium will be that in 
education, if not in business, the 
client is frequently wrong.® 

Monica Maatouk is a PhD candi¬ 
date VS COME&BATIVE LJTERATURE AT 
Columbia University. 
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THE STAR 9 


Programs on JTV 
from 13 - 19 December 



Amman cinemas 


• Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): Air Force One 

• Galleria II (Tel: 079 33430):Conspiracy Theory 

9 Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): Hercules & The Amazon Women 

• Philadelphia D (Tel: 634149): Uar—Uar 
9 Plaza (Tel: 699238): AI Maseer MnMrj 

9 Concord I (Tel: 677420): Mr Bean 
9 Concord H (Tel: 677420): Sleep Walkers 


MOVIE GUIDE 



ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


SATURDAY 

2:00—Holv Koran 

2:10—Twinkle 

2:30—Muppet Show 

3:00—The intimate Stuntman 

4:00—Beakman's World 

430—Neighbors 

5:00—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Perspective 

8:00—Perfect Strangers 

8:30—Prism 

9:10—Time Trax 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:30—Feature Film: When 

Stranger Call Back 

12 :00—Ellen 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10— The Pink Panther 
2:30— Johnny Quest 
3:00—Energy Express 
4:00—American Chart Show 
4:30—Tarzan 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Kate and Allie 
8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 

8:30—Submarines 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—North & South 
11:10—The Jewel in the 
Crown 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—The Show With the 
Mouse 

2:30—Hammerman 
3:00—Gillette Sports Special 
3:15—Riding High 
3:30—Animal Show 
4:00—Oliver T wist 
4:30—Neighbors 
5:15—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Murphv Brown 
8:00—The Health Show 
8:3(1—Babylon -5- 
9:10—Highlander 
10:00—News at Ten 




Submarines (Documentary Program), Sunday at 8:30 pm 


7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—High Tech Culture 
8:00—Some One Like Me 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—Kung-Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Sculptres s 
11 :00—The Ginger 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—The World of Peter 

Rabit 

2:30—My Little Fairy Tale 
3:00—America’s Funniest 
People 

3:30—He Shoot, He Scores 
4:00—National Geographic 
4:30— The Prince and the 
Pauper 

5:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Trivial Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 
8:30—Lois and Clark 
(Superman) 

9:10— Oprah Winfrey Show 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film: 
Marriage Bed 
12:00—Music Show- 


10:30—Emergency Room 
11:15—Cosmos (Doc.) 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—S and oca n 
2JO—CJLO. 

3:00—Skippy 
3:30—The Album Show 
4:30—Square One TV 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—You Bet Your life 
8:00—Skeleton Coast 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Hollywood Remembers 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Magaret Volant 
11:15—Scarlet and Black 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Johnny Quest 
2 JO—Art Box 
Island 

3:00—Spell Binder 
4:00—The Monsters Today 
4:10—Border Town 
4:30—Neighbors 
5:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 


FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—The Adventure of 
Teddy Ruxpin 
2:30-^-Fred And Bamev 
3:00—Wish Bone 
3:30—Lucky Luke 
4:00—Family Matters 
4:30—Natural Wonders of 
Europe 

5:00—-French Programe 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Life on the Internet 
8:00—Are you Being Served 
8:30—Adventures of Brisco 
County 

9:10—Horizon 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Best Seller 
11:30—Feature Film 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN 9 A IS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Betes pas Betes 
5:15— Regarde le monde 


5:30—Secrets dc famille 
6:00—A la decuuverte 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L 'u'lij Je Colomh 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Micro Kids 
5:15— Regarde le monde 
5:30—Secrets de famille 
6:00—Magazine 

Fiiiil j\n river 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15 —Magazine pour tuus 

Ziiii 

LUNDI 

5:00—Betes pas Betes 
5:15—Regarde le monde 
5:30—Secrets de famille 
6:00—Thalassa 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine scientifique 
Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Betes pas betes 
5:15—Regarde le monde 
5 JO—Secrets de famille 
6:00—Savoir plus sante 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 

MERCREDI 

5:00— Micro kids 
5:15—Regarde le monde 
5:30—Secrets de famille 

6 :00—UshuaJa 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—E=M6 

JEUDI 

5:00—lln jour, une fete 
5:30—Le monde est a vous 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Le dessous des cartes 

VENDREDI 

5:30—Le juge Cordier 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la lerre 


Programs are subj’ect to change by JTV 



Air Force 
One 

Harrison Ford stars in 
this thrilling action 
movie, which stayed at the 
top of the box office for 
many weeks. 

Air Force One tells the 
story of VS President, 
James Marshall , who’s 
plane gets hijacked and 
whose loved ones are in 
danger. The heroism of 
the President is the 
highlight of the move , 
demonstrating a very 
untraditional role for 
such a character. The 
film also stars Glen Close 
and Gary Oldman. 
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Aventure 


. —... -^— y- ^ ■ ■n^rJMl iil M i I » _ . 

Demography et politique ,i 

tt no Palestiniens passent au compte-goutte 

Lc~premier recensement des habitants des ^Ju^raTietl \NaSement. 

Le.~ ^ L ‘, est i n ‘ e *™ fagoftf^des^mefasns^surtout ti > J£rusalem-est. 

‘ . ... , .l.w nirrilnires lilCLUDCS. 


Un sourire autour 


sKtigiSi 


monde qui 


^Sws de 6000 jeunes 
.j -ns Jc-4 universitcs onl prete 
..ermcni mardi dernier. Opera- 
li.m tl'cnrulcmcni * Non. Tous 
..■es eiudi.ints soni en rail des 
.meni'* du recensement mene 
.lenuis hier pour la premiere 

i, .is Jepuis 3«i ans en Cisjorda- 
nie ct .1 Gaza. Memc la panic 
..•si tic Jerusalem occupec par 

I sue l est eouvcrlc par « d ®" 
compie hismrique qui eonceme 
Il-s /ones au tommies el celles 
qui si.ni toujour- sous occupa¬ 
tion militaire Jirecte. Les 
jceni'- vJn recensement nc se 
.•unieniciii p.i> dc compter les 
habii.mis ‘ il* cnllcctcnl aussi 

j. .. pro. ic uses drmnees concer- 
h ’„u Ic niveau d education. 

' CJiiiremciii des men.iges et 

Is aiiiviies sociales. 
L'onciaiion. finuncec par les 
N.uion> Unies. la Suisse ct la 
Grande-Bretagne a hauteur de 
(. millions de dollars, doit 
-‘.iche'cr le 24 dieeinbre. Les 
H premiers rcxuU.iLs wont pu¬ 
tt hlies le 4 janvicr. 

5 Tons les rfsidantb des icm- 
* ii lire- serr-m reccnses a 
1 V\l option ties militaires et des 
5 oilons israe liens mais sont 
“ oWipris les Palestiniens qui 
si n ont pas encore obtenu leur 


carte d'identitfi. Cette enorme 
addition est coordonnee par un 
haul comite national, dirige par 
Yasser Arafat et dans chaque 
vilie. par un comit^ local. 

Au-delh d‘une operation 
technique indispensable pour la 
connaissance de la population, 
le recensement est, du point de 
vue des Palestiniens, un moyen 
d'affirmer leur souverainet^ sur 
I - ensemble des tenitoires occu- 
pes. La question devient 
d'autant plus dfilicatc a Jerusa¬ 
lem. cet fitemel point 
d’achoppement. Les Isra61iens 
Pont bien compris et ont reagi 
vivement a ( organisation d un 
decompte palcstinien dans une 
panie d’une vilie qu'ils con- 
siderent comme leur capitale. 

Le gouvemement israflien a 
officiellcment envoys une letire 
de protestation au minisire pa- 
lestinien des Affaires civiles. 
contestant le deroulemcnt du re¬ 
censement dans Jerusalem. 
L'Etat htfbreu considftre ainsi 
que I'Autoritc nationale palesti- 
nienne ne devrait y avoir au- 
cune activite jusqu'a ce que le 
sort de la vilie Sainte soil deci¬ 
de dans les negotiations sur le 
statut final. Le gouvemement 
de Benjamin Netanyahou a 


meme menace d'empccher par 
la force puis par une loi les 
^quipes paleslinienncs de me- 
ner leur travail denquetc. Les 
dirigeants palestiniens ont re- 
pondu que I'Autoritc avail par- 
faiiement le droit dc compter la 
population palestinicnne rcsi- 
dant &. Jerusalem el ses alern 
tours. A ce titrc, ils ont rappele 
le cas des Elections legislatives 
de 96. auxquelles les habitants 
de Jerusalem avaient panicipc. 
comme les autres Palestiniens 


des tcrriU'ires occupcs. 

Mai ere ees quclquc- am- 
cruehes. Ie< dirigeanb. palesimi- 
ens uni bien I'intention d aller 
juwqu’au bout de cclte vastc op¬ 
eration donl ils espcreni lirer 
des conclusions d'ici un an. Ac- 
ruellemcm la population palc>u- 
niennc est csiimec :1 quclque 
2.? millions dont Witi.iHW* ,i Je- 
msalcm-esl. B3 


making i 


mir recline* J ai ' L I u ' co — T . v. 
Jordanie, le 15eme pays de son odyssie : 


Hassan Balawi 


Un recensement attends! 


l-'oraanisation dun reccnsemcm a toujour- etc un 

feisi 

ESSbsS^:»w= 

int^ressfis. ■ 


C’est un choix de 

vie que Jacques Sirat a fait en 
nm. lorsque - apres neul ans 
n.isscs dans Vadministralion - U 
decide de sevader dun quoti- 
dien ennuveux et de se lancer 
Jans riiiconnu. Durant l6mois. 
il conn a trovers I'Europe sur 
plu- de IK mille kilometres et 
use 2ti paires de chuussurcs. En 
Albanie. il a la revelation dc la 
mist-re dans laquellc vivent 
be.iu coup d'entanls «e la 
planetc. CV S! la ipn- If aechc 
vV.v/ i>r»diui. racontc Jacques 
Sirat. i'fnvir de pouvoir fair? 
einfUfiu- ch.vie pour cilx ext a 
!\>n^nif Je re projel de coy age 
iiir.tdir du monde. qui •« se 
Ihmruiivre res quatre pro - 
annecs--. 
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jApr^samedi, puts dimanche htentol: m^dij«i serai Dess in tiredit quotidien Al-Quds. 

Men. le grand jour du recensement est enfin arrive apres aes ann y _ 


Retour en 2001 

Tous les deux mois. il ecru 
un pciit journal intitule Le 
■dohe-rouleur. qui est vendu en 
France a 1»> FF lexemplaire. 

L arecnt obtenu est destine a 
une petite association irancaise. 
SOS Entanis Sans Frontiercs. 
qui smilient des programmes de 
vaccination ct de scolonsjtion 
au Liban. en Thailande. au 
Vietnam, ii Haiti el au Cumc- 
roun. -Si on vend les -W 
c wempUiircs dc chaque edition, 
sur trois mis dc voyage, cela ji- 
nanccra hi scolarismioii dc 
t ii tan is precise-t-il avec un 

_ vourire minereux. “Ai» rctour. 

en... -Ooi. poursuit-il toujours 
" souhani. je vais puMicr un re- ■ 
cued Jc photos qui sera t cnatt 
dans le memc hut ■. 

H appclle son voyage *ie 
lour du monde dc I'cspotr 
parcc qu'i l ameqe de 1‘espoir a 
quelques enlants de fa v crises ct 
auppi parce qu’il se nourrii es- 
sentieilement d'esperance. Sans 
jucun capital de depart. 
Jacques veut prouver que 
l amour du sport ct de l aventurc 
peuvent suffire pour rcaliser un 
projet apparemmeni impossi¬ 
ble. Fort uniquement du soutien 
d'une compagnie d'assurance et 
, de quelques autres soeietes qui 
(ui onl foumi les vetements et 
le velo. le Fran«;ais parvient a 
subsisler avec 4 JD par jour, en 
cnmpianl heaucoup sur 
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aventures veridu* 


( hospital:td des gens qu'il ren¬ 
contre. -Loin des grandes ci¬ 
tes. dans les villages, la popu¬ 
lation est infinimeni plus cha- 
l cure use-. dil-il J- n 

mentionnant laccueil exrramdi- 
naire des Roumains el des Bul- 
nares. ainsi que le nature! avec 
lcquel il a ete re^u chez. les be¬ 
douins sy-riens et joixlamens. 
-comme s’il eutii attend**. 


iwm 

tost 

•’2J-.W-C omn 
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Comme Burckhardt 

Bioque dans le royaume ha- 
chimite pendant pris d’un mois 
fame d'obtenir un visa pour 
1'irak ou l’Arabie Saoudite. 
Jacques Sirat ne regrene pas 
son long seiour. La decouverte 
qe Petra avec une emotion qui 
ressemble a cellc rcssentie par 
i'explorateur Burckhardt, les 
rencontres avec des bedouins le 
long de la Route des Rois. 
I'exptfrience d une halte au mi¬ 
lieu de Wadi Rum. autant de 
trdsors de vie. Le plus dfsolant 
est I'attenic. qui lui coute du 
temps et de '.'argenL ainsi que 
l'obligau'on dc modifier son 
ilineraire. 


Imtialement il avail prfyude _ JjgW* 
passer par I'lrak et lIran pour «- affile ad«cc ; iercpnwct 

se rendre au av re des gens de cutoxte;diff^ : •-o mie 

ant. avec 13.000 kiJomems . ^ me ave c.-lc iomire- qiMrinw, ■' ; . ive 

dans les mollets (sa charge est ^ ^sr 0 q>o^er£.iei^ r : : ; j vj > x :' gs 

de 50 kilos. ^ d ^ sbnrire. <#.;*** ' • ^ V ,nn 

nr 
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suite, ii devra franchtr 1 Ocean 
Pacifique fen travaillant sur un 
bateau s'ti ne nfiussit pas a 
trouver de sponsors pour le bil¬ 
let d'avion...) et gagner les 
cotes du Mexique. Apres avoir 
parcouru toute f Amfiriquc cen- 
trale et meridionale, il croisera 
I’AUanU'que et atteindra le 
Cameroun avec l'intention de 
remonter la cdte ouest-africame 
et de revenir en Europe. 

Le rychme prdvu pour tout Je 
voyage sera de 100 ^ 150 ki¬ 
lometres par jour. Il prfftre la 
decouverte complete, au gr6 du 
hasard et de la chance, a la 
preparation prfialable, souefeux 
d'fiviier les ciichds des guides 


w rwi-. -7 • 

coup plus simple *. n est beu^ 
reux de partager avec des 
enfants des £coles de France et 
-d’ailleurs. ses d&ouvertes sur 
les pays et les pcuples. Cons- 

cient des'diflTculteS mWrentes 
• 5 Tabsence rfun travail salari6 
et d'une couvdrture sociale, il 
ne pense pas encore’au retour. 
Et. sartoiiu il.ne regrette rien : 
. *Au mains j'aurais’Jail quelque 
chose dans ma rie..:.*, conclut 
Jacques avec le sourire desop- 
limistes. 


AncadeMaio 


Madaba: pompon du chomf^je 


Pendawt 25 jours, 95 enquet«rp onl i»s6-.. 

plus dc 200 questions u 6000 families jqrdaniennes sur.. 
conditions dc travail et la recherche d'nn err^loi- VcHa les 
princinales conclusions de I'etude: ; 

O Un iau\ de chomage entre 22 e4 27,5% (22% si 1 - 

elm ecus qui n’ont pas rcussi h trouver tin travailideputs 
plux de dix ans. ceux qui n’ont pas accept* un emptpt.a 
I’ib-uc d’vm entretien, ceux qui ont refuse une ou pUlsieurs 
propositions d’embauche). 1 ‘ ’■ *. * * 

O Lex femmes sont plus exposfies au chdmage et ttHes ne 
rcpnJsentent que 15% de la population active. . ’ 

O Le chomage louche davantage -les jetones • 42% de.- 
chumcurs chcz les 20-24 ans. , 

O Sur plus de 3500 personnes cmbaiichfes: ^ 3 %’estiment; 
que le piston iwasta en arabe) est- un atout maj«» ponr 
obtenir un boulou ‘ •- ,=^_ 

O 20% sculement de ceux qui ont un emploi ont suivt des 
Etudes sup^rieures. •.- ’ 

0 41% des chomeurs revent d’un travail inddpendant nws 
les procedures pour monter sa propre entrepnse sont tres 
tompliqueesen Jordanie. 

O 12% ne sont pas satis fails de leurs conditions deXrayau. 
O Madaha est la vilie la plus touch£e par le chGmage 
»3b.3%) et Ma’an la plus fipargn6e (20,2%). A.’Amman, le 
iau\ est en-dessous de la moyennenationale avec 25%-.* 
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Chomage , 

Uetude qui e feilli rester dens les tiroirs 

. ,T?_ A'S«.A .O itrnteoiaues de Jordanie. Une enquete qui 


^ ur' u Centre d'ptudes stratesiques de Jordanie . Une enquete qui situele 

EUe vient enfin P“chdmag e entre 7 et 12,5 points au-dessus des chijfres ojficiels. ; 


C’est la vie 


L'agenda culturel d'Amman 


Exposition 

Ou l'on redecouvre le parcours artistique 
d'Ammar Khammash, le designer qui habille les 
interieurs prives et publics jordaniens. Jusqu'au 12 
decembre au Centre culturel fran^ais. Renseigne- 
ments au 637009 ou 636445. 


Cinema-Special BD 

Le secret des Selenites. Dessin anime, couleur, sous- 
titre en arabe. Le Baron de Munchausen voyage 
avec Cyranon de Bergerac. Lundi 15 decembre a 
16H00 et 20h30 au CCF. 


Le Centre universitaire 
a en effet dO attendre plus de 
neuf mois avant de pouvoir 
faire connaitre les i*sultats son 
enquete realist en fevner 
dernier. Retard accumuld a 
cause d’un disaccord entre le 
Centre el le Kpanement des 
statistiques IDS) sur la Idgalite 
de la publication de I’etude. -Le 
Departement des statistiques a 
menace qu'il ferait taut pour- 
nous cmpecher dc la sortir*. af- 
firme un responsable du Centre 
deludes siratfgjques ICES), ue 
DS justifiait alors son blocage 
par une loi qui oblige notam- 
ment le CES a obtenir son ac¬ 
cord avant toute publication. 

Aprts neuf mois d’impasK'. 
les dirigeants du CES ont fi- 
nalcment dfiddfi de passer outre 
ct de d£voiler les rtisultats dc 
leur travail. -Nous sommes 
dans un pays democratize, 
dame un responsable du Cen¬ 
tre. pourquoi cacher une telle 
enquete scientifique. premiere 
du genre et financee par 
Vancien gouvemement*. Ccst 
en effet grfice aux quelques 
40.000 JD du cabinet de 1 cx- 
Premirr minisire Kabanti que 
le Centre deludes siratdgtques 
a pu se mettre au travail. A cet 
iganl. le minisire acluel du 
Plan Rima Khalaf. dfij& a cc 
poste sous Kabariti. scrait di- 
rectemenl intervenue pour que 
ceoe dtude soil publifc. infor¬ 
mation non ddmentie pas le Dt- 


partement dcs statistiques. 

Le DS. vex* par ic succcs 
medialique du travail du CES. a 
envoye une letire officiclle au 
president de I’Univcrsite de Jor¬ 
danie redamant des details sur 
le dfiroulement ct le contenu de 
I'enquete : -Nous chcrchons 
d'ahord des reponses a nos 
questions puis nous decidcrons 
si I’enquete est rain We ou 
non-, declare s&ieusement un 
autre responsable au DS. 

Au-dela de cciie polemique. 
les Jordaniens se retrouvent 
avec deux chiffres du chomage 
sur les hras cl se savent pas au- 
qud sc vouer. H 



7 millions de chomeurs en France ? 


; Home of ft 
Che c 
unch&Dii 

Starting 


Nahed Al-Khlouf 


En France comme en Jordanie. ce sont les jeunes, les 
principals victimec du chomage. 


La gafcre de jeunes Jordaniens 


Sameera, 24 ans, dtudes en lartgue arabe: 
«Depuh quatre ans, je chertke sans cesse an 
bouloL R£sultat: trois conseils que je retiens 
par caur : «ii Taut faire la prenve de ton 
experience*, «ne soyez pas trop exigeante, 
voos etes encore jeunes et *droavez un 
.piston, qa aide»». 


Ahmad Abed Al-Kareem, 24 ans, comp table: 
«Le phis horrible, c’est de se retrouver ea face 
d'un type je-m'en-foudsle dans un entretten 
d'un quart d'heure au cours duquel was &es . 
consider# comme un incapable. Us se 
pr&endenl suffisammeni professionals poor 
pous ■ dosser en dix minutes dans les 
comp&ents, les faineants ou ceux qui n’ont 
pas te sens des responsabil&s, comma mot~*> 


Sa’ed, ingdnieur: 

«Dans les journaux. pen d amtonces 
demandent une experience de moins de deux 
ans etrares sont celles qui n'en recUonentpas. 

Autrement dSt, les annonces sont destinies a 
des personnes qui ont dijb une situation. Ef 
les noupeaux diplomas alors.? Faut-il qu'ils 
restent deux ou trois ans t la nudson oprds 
leur dipldme avant de trouver un emploi ?». 


Mansour, mdcanicien: 

*Pour mol, le chomage est une veritable oust 
. en marge de Us soci£t£». 


C’est UI1 chiffre tout nouveau que vient de ‘ 
sortir le Commissariat du Plan dans un rapport ic o no- 
claste. Un rapport commamie par le Premier nnnistre 
Alain Juppe en 1996. Norm Element, le mini^&re du 
Travail ne comptalt jusqn’id que 3,1^ millions de 
chSmeurs, soil les demand ears d 1 emploi a temps ptein 
inscrits a VANPE (Agence nationale pour I'emploi). ' 
Mais -tees chtffres laissent de c6t£ tous ceux qui sont 
fragilisis par le sous-emploi», rappeQe Henri Guamo, 
secretaire general du Commissariat du Plan. A savoir, 
321.000 personnes en formation, 470.000 personnes en 
preretraite, 947.000 emplois aides et travaB tempo¬ 
ral re non voulu et 2424)00 chomeurs tenement d£cpu- 
rages qu'ils ne vont plus s'inscriie a l'ANPE, soit.au 
total 7 milli ons de personnes. Ao-deBi du chflmage, le 
Commissariat da Plan dresse le tableau de la 
ttpricarisation de la socidti jrangaise». Quand le 
cbdmage monte, les demand ears d’emploi acceptent 
plus fadlement des temps partiels, des bas salaires. des 
contrats precaires. «£a fait, note le rapport. Us degra¬ 
dation de la situation de I’emploi se traduit par. un qf- 
fritement giniral du travail (-■)■ Par vagues successive^, 
c’est toute la structure de la socidti qui est en train de se 
modifier vers plus d'insicuriti pour toutes les. cat£go- ■ 
ries». Ponr justiGer 1'addition de choses disparates. 
Herv£ Guaino souligne qu'il en’y a pas'deux bides (les 
salaries et les chdmeurs) dressis Vun centre l'autre» 
mais de nombrenses passereDes : sur deux ans, in- 
dique le rapport, 25% des menages font au moins une 
fds 1'experience du chomage. Et ce passage tempo¬ 
ral re par le cbdmage se traduit par une baisse de sa- 
laire (-12% en moyenne), une fois retrouve un onploi. 
«Cette question est capitate pour mesurer le caractire . 


'l>DL£ g 




pinedisant du chomage sur les conditions de vie et pour 
bien comprendre la reaction de peur qu'il suscite». ■ 


Propos recoeillis par Nahed Al-KWoaf 


Le Jourdain 
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The need to talk 
sends mixed signals 


By Clive Cookson 



Im¬ 


mobile PHONES have 
been accusal of many 
things. They disturb pas¬ 
sengers in trains and din¬ 
ers in restaurants, interrupt 
plays and operas, cause 
road accidents by distract¬ 
ing drivers, spoil the view 
through ugly transmitter 
masts, and arc feared to 
cook the brains of fre¬ 
quent users through exces¬ 
sive electromagnetic radi¬ 
ation. Now they are 
threatening the science of 
radio-astronomy. 

Interference from 
mobile communications is 
already making it more 
difficult to delect faint 
radio signals from outer 
space, and astronomers say communications sat¬ 
ellite networks planned for the next Tew vears 
could make matters far worse obliterating the 
wavelengths that are most important for scientific 
observation. 

The threat is more serious than the similar 
problem of man-made light pollution for conven¬ 
tional telescopes. In optical terms, it would be 
like trying to see faint stars through the glare of 
hun dreds of powerful spotlights in orbit. 

The demise of radioastronomy would be a trag¬ 
edy for science. The field has contributed enor¬ 
mously over the past 50 years to our understand¬ 
ing of the universe and has huge potential to 
make more discoveries. 

Distant galaxies, several stages in the evolution 
of stars and many molecules in interstellar space 
can only be detected by their radio emissions, 
because they do not give off enough radiation in 
other regions of the spectrum (infra-red. visible, 
ultra-violet. X-ray and gamma-ray). And radioas¬ 
tronomy is essential for studying the “cosmic 
microwave background’*, the faint relic of the Big 
Bang that started our universe. 

The radio spectrum is divided up between 
competing users through a series of global and 
regional agreements under the auspices of the 
International Telecommunication Union. The 
most recent of the ITU's biennial World Radio- 
communications Conferences, WRC-97, has just 
finished in Geneva. 

Unfortunately, radio- astronomy is increas¬ 
ingly being squeezed out of its allocated fre¬ 
quency bands by the insatiable demands of com¬ 
mercial users, particularly mobile telephone com¬ 
panies. Although astronomers make sure they 
have representatives to fight their comer at meet¬ 
ings such as WRC-97. they are inevitably out¬ 
gunned by companies spending billions of 
pounds on satellite communications services. 

Satellite operator say they will stay away from 
the frequencies that are most important for astron- 
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Pharaoh season in Egypt 

Monumental Unravelings 


omy. The question is how far away. 

Astronomers emphasise the strength of man¬ 
made transmitters, compared to celestial radio 
sources: a single mobile telephone transmitting 
on the moon would be the third most powerful 
radio source observable in Lhe universe. 

As a result, (here can be disastrous interference 
even when, on paper, then: is a frequency gap 
between them. 

Two bands allocated to radioustronomy in the 
1950s and still vitally important today arc 1400- 
1427 MHz and 1610-1613 MHz. They cover the 
natural trans- mission frequencies of neutral 
hydrogen and the hydroxyl I OH) radical 
respectively. 

The hydroxyl band is particularly threatened 
by new mobile communication networks, such os 
the Iridium consortium led by Motorola of the 
US. which plans to fly 66 satellites in low earth 
orbit by 1999. 

They will beam down signals to mobile phones 
in the 1621-1626 MHz range, which is discon¬ 
certingly close to the (610-1613 MHz reserved 
for science. Astronomers fear they will be 
swamped. 

Radioastronomers have escaped the worst 
effects of earth-based radio services, because 
transmitters have deliberately been built away 
from radicle lescopes and vice versa. The search 
for natural radio sources such as quasars, pulsars 
and inter- stellar gas clouds is not the only activ¬ 
ity threatened by man-made radio pollution. The 
search for extraterrestrial intelligence iSETl) is 
an increasingly respectable scientific pastime that 
requires clear radio reception to hear any signals 
from civilisations elsewhere in the universe. 

It would be a shame if our eagerness to babble 
endlessly among ourselves, as we rash around the 1 
earth, were to blot out a message from intelligent 
life on a distant planet. ■ I 


By Samir Raafat 

Star Cairo Convspundt'ni 

CAIRO—One of crankiest stories yet 
to conic our of the 17 November Luxor 
massacre when 58 tourists and four 
Egyptians lost their lives to six terror¬ 
ists in the temple of Queen Haishepsut. 
was that the carnage was the consum¬ 
mation of Pharaoh's Curse. Hadn't it 
coincided practically to the day with 
the discovery of King Tut Ankhamen's 
burial chamber some 75 years ago? 
And wasn't it known to everyone in the 
1920s that several persons present al 
the monumental discovery had died 
under hizarre circumstances! 

Indeed, one could call the last few 
weeks Pharaoh Revival Season. Before 
| the Luxor debacle, plans were ucll 
underway to celebrate in Novcmhcr 
and December of this year, the 75th 
anniversary of the discovery of Tut 
Ankhamen's hurial chamber. A hap¬ 
pening which took place on lb Novem¬ 
ber. 1922. smd kept lhe entire civilized 
nations in suspended animation. Across 
the world, in London, the Times which 
had obtained exclusive rights to the 
reporting of the discovery, churned out 
titillating episodes each day concerning 
the monumental findings. Since then, 
the Boy King who reigned over Egypt 
'between 1361 and 1352 BC. lias been 
the source of unraveling mysteries 

Publicity buildup aside. King Tut is 
today the single most popular trade¬ 
mark for Ancient Egyptian civilization. 
By (he looks of it. the bias is about to 
spill over into the next millennium. 
Everywhere, as free economics global¬ 
ize. expand and contract. King Tui con¬ 
tinues to he merchandised any which 
way one can. From serious books and 
academic CD-ROM’s, to holograms, 
coffee mugs and T-shirts. King Tut is 
everywhere and was even the subject r>t' 
an international dispute in a multi- 
million dollar case of pirated logo. But 
long before these tacky displays 
appeared on the kitsch horizon, the 
media had already devised ways of 
keeping the legend of the Boy King 
alive. The earliest break came in April 
1923 when one of the tomb's two dis¬ 
coverers—Lord Carnarvon—died at the 
Cairo Continental Hotel from mosquito 
bite complications. 

Almost before anyone could shout 
"Leave King Tut alone" the word had 
spread to the four corners of the globe 
that the British peer's demise was the 
work of Pharaohs Curse. Henceforth, 
anyone who had been near King Tut 
Ankhamen’s tomb the day it was dis¬ 
covered. and who happened to die 
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The gold mask of Tutankhamun 

within proximity of November 1922. 
the unofficial reason of death would 
invariably be. Pharaoh's Curse. 

Things yi'l worse when AH Fahmv. 
the s-Hjng scion nl a large landowning 
Egyptian"family who was present at the 
tomb's opening, was murdered by his 
European wife the following year in 
London s Claridge hotel. "Pharaoh 
strikes again" screamed the agitated 
dailies. Soon enough hooks were sup¬ 
plementing lhe exhilarating editorials. 
No one had bothered to verify that Mrs 


Fahmv had murdered her previous hus¬ 
band and that the first spouse had never 
come to Egypt or heard of King Tut! 

As though to disprove these tall tales 
from the crypt, while touring the recent 
Tut Ankhamcn exhibit at the British 
Council in Cairo. 1 discovered per 
chance a photo taken on 1 7 November. 
1922 depicting my great-uncle— 
Chamsi Pasha—standing at the 
entrance of King Tut Ankhamen's 
burial chamber next to Howard Cater 
and Monsieur Pierre Lccau. the then- 
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director of the Egyptian Antiquities 
Department. 1 can safely vouch that 
Chamsi lived to be 77 dying in 1962 
following a brilliant political career. So 
much for Pharaoh's curse. 

Early last November, as though coin¬ 
ciding with the 75th anniversary of the 
discovery of King Tut Ankhamcn\x 

burial chamber, a French archeological 
team headed by Alain Zivic uncovered 
a most revealing Ancient Egyptian 
tomb in Sakkara a few kilometers south 
west of Cairo, not far from Memphis 
the sometime administrative capital of 
Ancient Egypt. Digging into rock 
below a modem day guest house and 
cafeteria, the French team discovered 
what appeared to be at lirsi an Ancient 
Egyptian nobleman's tomb. A second 
mure thorough examination and— 
bingo! The underground chamber 
revealed this was no mere nobleman's 
place of rest but was the tomb of Maya 
the divine wet nur*e. a beautiful noble¬ 
woman whose highborn breasts had 
been suckled by the Pharaoh God. Tut 
Ankhamen. Engraved on the adjoining 
tombs' walls were members of the late 
18th Dynasty nobility including priests, 
grandees, the chief of the royal treas¬ 
ury. ambassadors and three generations 
from a family of royal painters. 

At a 7 December. 1997 press confer¬ 
ence held at the Egyptian Ministry of 
Culture. Zivie explained that this latest 
discovery was only the beginning. The 
French Egyptologist expected further 
consequential revelations to come out 
of Maya's near iniact tomb. For 
instance, we may finally uncover who 
was King Tut's biological mother as 
opposed to his well known Divine Par¬ 
enthood. Although we know that King 
Tut was bom in Tel AI Amama and 
that he was reportedly the son of 
Amenhotep 111 tan earlier 18lh-dynasty 
king), to this day no one was able to 
determine who exactly had given birth 
to the Boy King. 

Another unknown which might soon 
he cleared concerns the court painters 
depicted on the nearby murals. Are 
they the same ones who decorated the. 
other wonders that survived from that 
turbulent period? Many questions some 
of which are about to he answered. 
Alain 71 vie. too absorbed by what is in 
store for him the coming days, could 
not be bothered with King Tut's Curse. 

Seventy five years since the Boy 
King's burial chamber was discovered 
and "the entire world is still spellbound 
by the mysteries of his enigmatic short 
reign. ■ 
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Microsoft fights monopoly 
charges, regarding IE 

• Microsoft Ciup. i* defend¬ 
ing itself uaainsi charges it is 
‘illegally using its monnp n l> 
power, saying ihe gn\ cm mem 
is hying 10 pre'cni ii from 
improving iLs products'. 

Microsoft asked a US. Dis¬ 
trict. Court judge in dismiss the 
government’s case, saving that 
a proposed $1 million-a-dav 
contempt citation "is aimed 
squarely at preventing Micro¬ 


soft from including improved 
features and functionality in 
upemded versions of Windows 


o-> 


Mirosolt says that it had 
agreed not io tie the purchase 
of one product to another hut 
retained the right to develop 
new. integrated products. 


Netscape Communicator 

is taking off 

9 Netscape Communications 
>ays is pleased io see the suc¬ 


cess of its Communicator soft¬ 
ware. Netscape announced that 
the number of Communicator 
users has exceeded 25 million 
since the product was first 
introduced in the middle of 
199". 

So. in spite of tough compe¬ 
tition Efon the likes of Micro¬ 
soft and IBM Netscape forges 
ahead in the Internet age. 

To date, Netscape believes 
that more than 68 million peo¬ 
ple have tried or used its 
products. 


By Jabra Ghneira 

Special in The Star 
WHILE I was surfing the Net 
lately. 1 rend in a banking site 
i which belongs to a well- 
known regional bank) a piece 
which informed customers that 
doing banking transactions 
over the net isn’t secure enough 
yet. 

Thus, the bank couldn't offer 
those services. What a way to 
misinform customers! The fact 
that many people don't know is 
that some major Arab and inter¬ 
national finance and banking 
institutions are moving a huge 
hulk of their operations to the 
Internet. Examples include 
Visa. Mastercard, and Emirates 
Bank. Add to all these a host of 
international financial institu¬ 
tions such as Schwab, and Pru¬ 
dential. These organizations 
offer a range of services, which 
includes ~ account inquiry, 
money, transfers, and even pur¬ 
chasing and selling of stocks 
and other forms of equities. 

The blest lurmoiJ in interna¬ 
tional stock markets showed 
that people actually use these 
services, and they use them 
heavily. During the turmoil 


Inspite of concerns, the ‘Net’ is the perfect place for business: 


Internet 



usmess 


many financial institutions 
reported that their web sites 
suffered a huge overload due to 
the transactions which took 
place. An Internet based 
financial institution. 

E*Tradc. reported that on 
Monday and Tuesday 27 
and 28' October, their sys- I Z-3 
lem hosted 8.000 simultane- 
ous users and processed 
50.000 trades, and The sys¬ 
tem didn’t crash". 

Similar reports were pub¬ 
lished by other financial 
institutions from all over the 
world. 

if the web isn't a secure 
place for electronic com¬ 
merce then how come inter¬ 
national institutions and 
users from all over Lhe 
world depend on it so 
much? 

I have to agree that we 
still have a way to go before 


A recent report by Gary 
McGraw. a research computer 
scientist, which was published 
during the Network security 



kclinu evangelists claimed. It is 
true 'that the Jut a Virtual 
Machine iJVM) in which Jay a 
applets run uses such strategic* 
as code verification and 
restrictions on the use nl the 
OS's application Program¬ 
ming Interlace t \Ph to limit 
the ability of an applet in 
niisbehjve. 

But. Java's sccuriiv lea- 
lures are not perfect accord¬ 
ing to McGraw. Hackers can 
still find wa>> l*» produce 
malicious applets using Jay. 
Still, the Net gives financial 
institutions everywhere an 
opportunity to "Her '.iriual 
services to investors every¬ 
where. The wch can provide 
investors wiih a strong way 
jo voice iheir disapproval o! 
government policy and mis¬ 
behavior. This is done by 


the web is perfected to a point 
where it will he 100‘S- secure. 


and Firewalls 97 conference, 
stated that technologies such as 
Java weren't as secure as mar- 


enabling investors to shift their 
money out of any economy 
which doesn't conform to eco¬ 
nomic basics. 


Economists call this "Hot 
Money". Again, part of what 
caused the'em rent turmoil in 
Asia. Europe, and America 
wj> the fact that investors ail 
over the world knew within 
seconds what the market trend 
was. Then they were able to 
conduct their trading through 
the web as ifthey were person¬ 
ally in those markets. 

i believe that deregulation 
i real deregulation t of telecom¬ 
munications. the explosive 
growth of the Internet, and 
encouraging consumer econo¬ 
mies will he the webs greatest 
allies and will produce great 
business opportunities on the 
Internet. 

These forces arc already at 
work in Asia, for example. As 
a result. the market for Internet 
and online sen ices in Asia will 
lop 51.14 Billion by the year 
2fK i2. Market research firms 
estimate that commerce on the 
web will top -S22<t- $327 Bil¬ 


lion by lhe year 2001 This 
includes catalogue sales, auc¬ 
tions and dynamic bids. 

It has been found that 57 
percent of retailers in the US 
are either in the planning stages 
or are already offering online 
shopping. Direct marketing on 
the web will top SI.3 Billion by 
the year 2002. Web advertising 
revenues will reach S7.7 Bil¬ 
lion by the same year. Cisco 
Systems, a major manufacturer 
of networking gear, reported 
•hat its sales through the Inter¬ 
net alone win reach S20 Billion 
dollars by the year 2000. 

For .Arab investors and 
firms, electronic commerce is 
one way to conduct business 
without borders or the confine¬ 
ment of local regulatory bodies. 
U is also a great way to maxi¬ 
mize profits. Technologies like 
strong encryption, e-cash and 
e-gold will enhance the secur¬ 
ity of the process. We can't 
afford to be late in grasping 
this opportunity in a cyber- 
world were ail have equal 
chances of success.! 

E-mail: 

Gh oeimj @goxom.jo 
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the technologie^lhat are.allwiiigJ^K: ■ i^S|Q;‘eitfa 
advantages of 
Setting aside 

focusing on the concepCthaL pebpJffTrfoai " * 
their machines, be 

functionality; all parties Tttwilved reg^re^mat the r jTeafp 
of a platfonn isinits opemtessriv 
In other words. it js V^; impqttant7t^y:rdt®^^;OT 
can all 'talk' to one. ahotfRr. Due 4o.d^lopnK^ 'S3Q&. 
growth, of platform-ind^)?ndem' MiWbiflahg 


Mac users in dffices ali fiyerftie 
an Mn-gfoup’ again. Stift, There is m!uCh' toi« 
Systems <OS). caif 


Mac 



another OS. Accoidii^jy. singre^ystem-soludons arg'safljifa^; 
essary. La's lake a’fook at some;PC-emulatiftg : |c4^^7fe 
the Macintosh platforat / / •' " ’y-: 

First, there are software solutions which |koyi<fee$sy^ai@^ 
latum, but have a limit in tenns of ‘emulation.’ powcfs»V 

Virtual PC from a company, caftetf CbnDecnx'ds^'spcff-^J 
product, which intelligently emulates the • ^ ^ ^ 

blown Windows 95 i -- - 

comes with a copy of 

other application. It sits on your M ac ^!)S desktop ® 




V 


■which you click on to laimch'-ipto Windows mod^^iUnjtefilracI^i 
mode, you can run Windows applications.. - - 



This is a _ 

Mac applications on the market-If a Windows f 
do the job, use it on. your Mac with an anuk^iroy_ 
priced at around S 150 in the USA. Alsoavaflamels.'; _ r . f , 
dows 95. from Insignia, which (toes p^ty*raHeti:i»\saaKS; 
but is priced at around S200 on the US market, ‘' :l 

Moving onto hardware, it adds a full-flecIgC _ _ __ ^_ _ 
Mac’s guts! The solution involves iosertii^; an. old^jp'u-^aro;^ 
equipped with a Pentium processor, paced at just 
Radius produced these cardsi and th^ hay^jiroyKf 
successfuL Apple itself adopted this ide& by introduc^gjnckf?t 
els of Mac-PCs which swiedied from theM^QS 
Windows platform with a press of a IwiWitSlWJdea'<^^3 
fare too well on the market, but it was.iaijechiii^.tre^^ 
through! The whole idea is to make pdapfe sfickftoltfieM^^j 
platform. We all know thai^ relatively. MBc i»e'rs v ant 
ing while Intel/Windows system users are, increasing. 
way to save many people’s favourite platform firom_s#dmg r 
into oblivion is by allowing it to. run ?evejr^»dSy- n i^si^i 
software*. ' 

Apple distributors in Jordan are well-mforihed on thestjSd 
others PC-emulation solutions. Contact kfeai S^tcrns britele-v 
phone 5930123 or Specialized Technical Services tSTS^ai"': 
827611 for further assistance. ■ " 
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Volkswagen made its name as the manufacturer of high 
quality, durable compact little cars... And over the past 50 
years or so, it was necessary to think" small, because 
"small" made a particularly attractive proposition to 
economically minded consumers. 


With the totally new Passat, its most recent born-winner, 
VW sets entirely new standards in technology, design and 
values in a big car. 


Now, in the age of individuality and creativity. Volkswagen 
decided to leave it up to VW lovers, to either choose "small 
and economic" or Big and individual". 


The new Passat, not only wins over other German cars in 
the medium class category, but will have to look in future 
for competition in a different car segment. 
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Test drive it today 



By Omar Qawas 
Snecial to The Star 
INFORMATION TECH¬ 
NOLOGY is what makes it 
or breaks ii for today’s com¬ 
panies. no matter what role of 
business the company is in. 
Therefore, one of the most 
crucial aspects of setting up a 
business is hating a tightly 
integrated computer network 
that works to enhance the 
workflow and augment infor¬ 
mation databases. 

Due to the formidable rate 
of advancements in technol¬ 
ogy. most businesses simply 
couldn’t keep up. hence a wide 
array of operating systems. 
PC-compaiibles. Macs.... etc. 

The fact of the matter is that 
even if one wanted to keep up 
with all the advances in com¬ 
puter technology, it would be 
practically impossible. The bet¬ 
ter approach would be to struc¬ 
ture the network in such a way 
as to allow for dynamic 
upgrades and enhancements 
without compromising the 
budget especially if you're 
lucky enough to have the task 
of building a network from 
scratch. 

Conception 

1. Proper infrastructure. This is 
the word that frequently comes 
up when discussing problems 
with any networking system. 
In order to avoid expansion 
problems, a design plan should 
be thought out well in advance 
to allow for at least a 50 per¬ 
cent growth in network capac¬ 
ity. An initial investment in 
modular-type trunks and nodes 
will save a lot on future expan¬ 
sion where cables have to be 
gutted out and new trunks 
installed. 

2. Reliable server and network¬ 
ing hardware. Without these, 
the network could be down 
more times than you would 
like, hence costing the com¬ 
pany valuable working time, 
let alone the support costs if 
you don't have a network 
administrator in-house. 

3. Internet access. For connec¬ 
tivity and invaluable resources, 
the Internet is something you 



Cannot do without nowadays,, 
especially if you have employ¬ 
ees in the field with which you 
need to have an open line of 
communication, thereby reduc¬ 
ing communication costs con¬ 
siderably. The required band¬ 
width for access depends 
directly on the level of interac¬ 
tion with the Internet (and usu¬ 
ally it’s never enough), but a 
28.8-64.4 Kb/Sec connection 
is sufficient for small to 


medium sized networks. 

4. Pre-season Training. Ensur¬ 
ing a smoothly running opera¬ 
tion requires adequately 
trained personnel, since most 
of the network related support 
issues result from people's 
technological ignorance caus¬ 
ing some users to actually 
damage certain components. 


Birth 

1. Regular maintenance and 

backup. Keeping data intact 
and streamlined by regular 
defragmentation and error 
scanning is a must, while set¬ 
ting up a system policy for reg¬ 
ular data backup on cyclic 
parts (two as a minimum, 
weekly and monthly 1 ), for those 
networks that are data inten¬ 
sive. For NT servers, Dis- 
keeper (http:/ 

www.execsoft.com) does a 
great job of keeping defrag¬ 
mentation low, and it can be 
scheduled to do so unattended 
at night when network usage is 
at a minimum. 

2. Virus protection and system 
integrity. The “better safe than 


sorry” rule applies Aefeto^ 
letter. Tie -choice ' 

virus software »$. varied-(pc; V 
Sofomoh Tor''^etWsnt'-^%i-;:-. 
ere. Symantec - 

ers....etc), but fee 
to wotfc_ With is 'to-, 
workstations dean, by 
tag an active vOTs iaoiaiui:.- 
on eacif workstaion^atd.ibjt- : 
enforcing a strict; : 

regarding the use of rfisSEetteS - 
, from outside the office:;^,^- 
. 3. Access. Control. 

-. hierarchy! 'ftw/yqur'^Mtwqg^ . 
operators/userk and’^en Fpi^ :. 
strict password' 
ryone. Hacktaginto a' 
network generally paSwalro^toii ; 
someone’s . 

their password..dtherTij^wf^- ■ 
tag it down, sqm^here;:©^^^ 1 / 
ply by givingft to sanKaMKridsai;. ; 
because‘he just heeded to ; ptal£. • 
a file, so what bann could Jhat^ 
do?’ T •;"-3^irr ; . ; • 

•; Growth: . . 

Go Intranet! 

biggest problems of comp^V 
networking was .. 

ity; with the Internrt as ,. 

pendaus success andT^fivingfv;: 
example, there is no ‘ 

to switch^ over to an : 

tern where the only dependen^--- 
is on the browser being llBsedt . - .. . 
Minimum leariitag; _ cnrVefc-’' • 
reduced software-relatoa‘..T: 

expenditure, efficient flow fff.f.,- 
information, minimum ■’.iBCImPrf,' 
cal support are only some of tww 
advantages of an Intern^ 
name 1 a few. Moreover/6®4- -. 
beauty of an Internet is thatyt^l; 
don’t have to do away witlicw^. ; 
rendy operating computere, ^'~ 
they Macs of PCs, PendiuO; .: 
Pros or 486s. They wiD aU.f^ i- 
into the newer scheme of,thin®', 
(worst case scenario wouldiiie: 
that you’ll have to upgrade-the ,. 
RAM for some of thetnJ.- V A.^’ - 
A helpful site for. fitemdt_l., 
related information wouMjT.hf.-v .. 
http^wvrw. wordmak.comiv " \ 
fire up your browser anifrstkit; . ; 
learning.... 

JAVA, Active-X... it's 
beginning! ■ j v . 
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NEW IN 

THE STAR WORKSTATION 


BUY OR SELL 
Computers & Hardware! 


The Star is introducing a special Buyers Mart section ^wiere 
people can advertise computers or hardware they would jft^ 
to sell, or advertise a request to receive an offer for computer’ 
or hardware! WE W/LL PUBLISH IT FREE 

All you have to do is send your advertisement text (Maximuntj 
45 Words) ... Preferably listing the features of the computer 
or hardware as clear, brief points, including your name, 
telephone numbers and/or address. 


2 rs.x It to c*4jS 39S otr oonalS: star@nets.com jdT.' : 
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